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Russel Hayes and Helen 
Bartolome who created the 

walk

will also appeal to some of the two million or so visitors who come here each year to go to the Royal Botanic 
Gardens or the National Archives.
The main aim of the walk though is to promote what is so special about Kew and hopefully also engender more 
awareness and interest in The Kew Society’s role in protecting this.  For that reason, we are committed to 
keeping the tour free to use, although there is an option to make a small donation if you wish.
So please give it a try and, if you like it, please leave us a review on Trip Advisor to encourage others to try it too.

For the Map, go to                https://www.kewsociety.org/kew-self-guided-walk/

To leave a review, go to       https://tinyurl.com/Kew-Walk-Reviews

The walk has been created by two of our members – Russel Hayes and 
Helen Bartolome.  Russel was a senior journalist at BBC News and Helen is 
a qualified Blue Badge tour guide.  They have combined their various skills to 
brilliant effect to produce this virtual guided walk.  It draws on the excellent work 
done for our earlier printed circular walk, but it’s been extensively revised and 
updated for its new digital manifestation.
‘We wanted to make it fun and visual as well as educational’ says Helen, so we 
have emphasised things that are surprising and that you can look out for which 
is always helpful when you have children with you.
Making it available digitally is part of our wider strategy to raise awareness of 
what we in The Kew Society do among the broader community, many of whom 
are digital natives and who would expect to access it this way.  It’ll be advertised 
prominently on our social media accounts as well as on our noticeboards at 
Kew Village.
It’ll be primarily accessed using a QR code so that it’s easily sharable, but you 
can also get to it from the home page of our website.
As well as people who live here, its co-creator Russel Hayes hopes that it 

Welcome….
to our summer newsletter.  As you will see, there is a lot going on in and around Kew.  I hope you all managed 
to get along to the Kew Summer Fair on 21st June – it was a wonderful occasion and enjoyed by all.  We try to 
bring you a variety of stories in our newsletters but are always looking for ideas, so let us know what you would 
like to see covered. Feedback is always welcome.

Join us on our new self-guided audio walk around Kew
This is something new for us, so please give it a try.  Whether you live here or are visiting, this free-to-use guided 
walk with audio commentary will take you on an hour’s circular stroll from Kew Village to show you some of 
the things that make Kew such a special place.  The route takes you to the magnificent Kew Green, the grand 
entrances to the Royal Botanic Gardens, passing King Henry VIII’s favourite cakes and the homes and resting 
places of some of Europe’s most celebrated artists, via the River Thames and The National Archive.
The idea is that you can open up the route on your mobile phone and follow your progress along it using your 
phone’s location services.  At each destination you can listen to an audio commentary pointing out what’s 
interesting; or if you’d prefer, you can just read the text.  Because you’re in control, you can choose how long to 
you want to take and where you’d like to go; and if you’re really interested in something, there are links to more 
information in the text.



A Map of the new, revised Walk

The Kew Society Newsletter2

Are you up to date with your membership subs?
You will not be surprised to hear that the costs of our work on behalf of the Kew community – including the benefits 
that we provide for members – have become much more expensive in recent years.  From 1st September 2024, 
we took the decision to increase our annual subscriptions to £10 per person, £20 for a household.
We hope that you still think that membership of The Kew Society is exceptional value for money!  Every week, 
a team of volunteers give freely of their time and expenses are kept to a minimum…If you are still paying 
£6.00/£12.00 by standing order, please take a few minutes to increase the amount.
Members who do not increase their subscriptions and who normally receive our newsletter by post will no longer 
receive a hard-copy edition.
In addition to essential day-to-day spending, we are hoping to increase the range of benefits for members.  For 
example, next year will be our 125th anniversary, and we are hoping to host some special events.  Unless our 
income increases, we will not be able to afford to turn our ideas into reality.
In an ideal world (management-wise..) all members would pay by direct debit (DD).  This would hugely reduce 
the workload.  This can be done quite simply, through our secure website…and then you will need to cancel your 
standing order.  Sadly, we can’t do this for you!
However, we understand that this involves dealing with your bank to change your method of payment, and some 
members may find this rather daunting.  And, of course, some members may not use internet banking.  If so, we 
will be happy for you to continue with a standing order at the new rate.
We would like to thank all members who either converted to a DD (Direct Debit) or have amended their next S/O 
to the new amount.  Thank you for letting us know!!  If you are not sure how you have paid in the past, please 
check your bank statement (the majority of the S/O are processed on 1st September).  If you are still unsure, 
then contact the membership secretary – membership@kewsociety.org .  We can provide the bank details if 
needed.
BUT, PLEASE NO CASH OR CHEQUES!!
With many thanks for your continuing support.

Shiona Williams and the team
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Some of our gardeners watering away
Outside the station we are very grateful for the help with watering local traders give us.  The Kew Greenhouse 
Café and Chris & Chris Motors continue to allow us to use their water to water the village beds and the North 
Road garden.  In the Plaza, the staff from the Pagoda Café water their tree circle, which is looking very good, 
and Torelli let us use their hose and water for the other tree circle by little Torelli.
The rotten sleepers in the North Road garden have been replaced by the council’s contractor, and a seat has 
been created so passers-by can sit comfortably, relax and enjoy the garden.  This has been paid for by donations 
from Kew Rotary and Kew Horticultural Society as well as a contribution from the council.  Bharti Hindocha leads 
work in this garden, and she has enhanced the planting with more geraniums, salvias, geums, a euphorbia and 
herbs to provide more summer and autumn colour and to make the garden a haven for insects.  There are also 
several plants that provide scent to add to the sensory experience.

Improving our green spaces
Gardening activities: Kew in drought
It has been the driest spring in over a hundred years in England, and the warmest spring since records began, 
so watering has been a big priority for the gardening team.  The extremely dry weather and the strong winds 
we have had from the east and north show how much the climate is changing.  The lack of water has not only 
been an issue for new plants but also for established plants that have been struggling.  In the woodland bed at 
the station the hellebores have been wilting visibly and the common polypody ferns only emerged above ground 
towards the end of May.  And in the grass beds, the verbena bonariensis are still clinging to life but they have 
hardly grown at all and the grasses look as though they have endured a long hot, dry summer.
Watering at Kew Gardens station has been a challenge as the use of hoses is restricted so that it doesn’t 
interfere with passenger activity.  Gardeners have been trudging to and fro with watering cans on both platforms 
to water the verbena bonariensis in the grass beds.  We can water the gravel bed with a hose (using water from 
Jin Bao) but the woodland bed can only be watered with a hose in the evening once Kew Gardens has closed 
and most visitors have left.

Richmond Council has been working with various parties to 
explore both temporary and permanent solutions.  Permanent 
works started on 14th April 2025 as planned, and works are 
expected to be completed over the summer.  The works will 
also incorporate ecological and safety improvements where 
possible.  Meanwhile, a diversion of sorts has been published 
for those wishing to walk along the towpath, but it involves 
crossing the river at Kew Bridge and returning at Richmond 
Bridge, as there is currently no way to cross the gap in the 
south side of the towpath.
For the latest information, visit the Richmond Council website:
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/news/richmond_to_kew_
towpath_works

Protecting the environment
Update on the towpath repairs
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to recycle nutrients from rotting wood.  Their presence is a sign of a healthy natural environment, making them 
both ecologically important and fascinating to observe.

Sarah Clarke & Anna Anderson

Saving our stag beetles: Nature’s Armoured Giants
One evening recently, a stag beetle was spotted making its way down the steps of the subway at Kew Gardens 
Station.  It was a magnificent, large male with huge antler-like jaws.  Thankfully, eagle-eyed Kew Society volunteer 
and Gardening Lead – Anna Anderson – spotted him before he was trodden on and put him in a more hospitable 
natural space at the station.

seems to have been less visible recently, and we have 
protected the plants with small sticks to stop them being 
squashed.  We hope that all the new plants will survive 
and thrive in the changing climate.
And left we show Bharti taking a well-earned break to 
enjoy the new bench !!

Anna Anderson, Head Gardener

The village beds have been 
replanted with anemones, 
astrantia and geraniums 
which I hope will provide 
colour over the summer 
months in these partially 
shady areas.  The memorial 
acer for Irene Kimpton is 
doing well and has lovely 
lime-coloured leaves.
The resident cat that had 
taken a liking to lying on 
the plants in the raised bed 

Stag beetles are one of the most fascinating and 
striking insects found in woodlands and gardens, 
known for their impressive mandibles that resemble 
a stag’s antlers.  These beetles belong to the family 
Lucanidae, with the European stag beetle (Lucanus 
cervus) being the most well-known species.
Male stag beetles use their oversized jaws to wrestle 
rivals during mating season, but despite their fearsome 
appearance, they are not harmful to humans.  Females 
have smaller mandibles but can deliver a stronger bite 
if threatened.
Stag beetles spend most of their lives underground 
as larvae, feeding on decaying wood for several years 
before emerging as adults for a short summer life 
above ground.  Adults live only a few weeks, focusing 
mainly on reproduction.
Due to habitat loss and urban development, stag 
beetle populations have declined in many areas.  
Conservation efforts now aim to protect their habitats 
by encouraging the preservation of deadwood and 
forested environments.
These beetles are a vital part of the ecosystem, helping 
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Influencing planning decisions
Kew Retail Park
A planning application to allow the conversion of the current Sports Direct unit at Kew Retail Park into a new food 
retail space has sparked mixed reactions from residents and local businesses but could offer a useful moment 
for wider community debate.
The proposal would allow Unit 1a, soon to be vacated by Sports Direct, to be used by a discount supermarket, 
with Lidl or Aldi reported to be in discussions with the landlord.  While the overall retail footprint of the park won’t 
expand, the change would permit more than 1,100 sq.m. of new food retail space along with the already highly-
successful Marks & Spencer food hall.
You can read the planning application here: reference PA25/1115 – see https://tinyurl.com/Kew-Retail-Park
Some locals are excited about the prospect of having a budget supermarket nearby, especially in the context 
of the cost-of-living crisis.  But others have raised concerns about what this might mean for local traffic, small 
businesses, and the broader character of the area.  There are particular worries around increasing traffic volumes 
on Mortlake Road, which already serves as a key road through the neighbourhood.  Rat-running through side 
streets, particularly near Kew Green, is also a long-standing issue for residents, and the addition of another food 
store could exacerbate the problem.  Some wonder whether introducing parking charges might ease congestion 
or influence shopping habits more sustainably.
The potential impact on independent businesses is also a key consideration.  One nearby shop on Sandycombe 
Road reported a significant drop in trade when traffic access was restricted, highlighting the importance of passing 

Art under the footbridge
Are you curious about why all these colourful pebble bugs are appearing 
in Kew?  Well, there’s a small space at Kew Garden’s station where our 
volunteer gardeners are having trouble getting anything to grow.  It’s a patch 
under the footbridge in full shade with stony soil that’s completely sheltered 
from rain and unfortunately attracts garbage.
So, together with Energy Gardens, who we partner with at the station, we’ve 
come up with a plan for a small community artwork for this space.  It will 
celebrate all the little critters crawling, buzzing and flying around Kew and 
remind us that we need to provide wildlife corridors for them to survive.
We’ve held two fabulous painting sessions – one hosted by Trindle Stores, 
the other at a Kew Green Community event – where young (and the young 
at heart!) painted their favourite insects.  Next, we’ve to varnish them – any 
volunteers?
Keep checking our social media pages and website for updates about the 
artwork’s progress - we’re aiming for a summer reveal!

Sarah Clarke

traffic to footfall.  While some residents may 
welcome the affordability of a new discounter, 
others worry it could undermine local shops 
and erode the character of the Village and 
Station Parade.
This evolving situation raises important 
questions: Should more large-scale food 
retail be encouraged here?  What kind of 
development is right for Kew’s future?  And 
how do we balance affordability, sustainability, 
and community character?
The Kew Society is keen to gather views 
and encourage discussion.  Please share 
your thoughts as we continue to monitor and 
engage with the process.

Marcus Newbury, Planning Lead
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a quiz to test knowledge of the history of Kew which is covered on the walk (see Page 15 if you’d like to try it 
yourself).  We also had our attractive new bone china mugs on sale (still available should you like one, retailing 
at £10.00).  The stand provided an opportunity to meet and talk to local people and to find out about the issues 
that are of interest or concern to them, as well as encouraging people who live in Kew to join the Society.

There is always some trepidation about the weather – 
this year’s event took place in the middle of a heatwave 
which kept some people away and sadly meant that 
the much-loved Dog Show had to be cancelled, but 
at least we avoided the downpour that happened last 
year.  The Kew Society had a stand which was used 
to launch our new Guided Walk (see front page) with 

Connecting the Community
Kew Fete
The annual summer fete took place on Kew Green on Saturday, 21st June.  There were well over 100 stalls, a 
fairground and numerous stalls serving food and drink, the annual tug of war and an eclectic mix of entertainment 
on the stage – from local bands to children’s dance groups.

Deputy Mayor Clare Vollum giving a Vote of Thanks at the end of the event
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Ever since I have been involved with the Kew Society, people have said ‘there should be announcements on the 
trains, suggesting that – to obtain level access – passengers should travel to the next stop, cross the platform, 
and return on the next train’.  Several of my predecessors had requested this from regional TfL staff, but nothing 
had ever happened. The advice to me was ‘go to the top’...and so I did!
Claire Mann invited me into her TfL HQ office .. wonderful views across London and her own ‘bus stop’ instead 
of a nameplate…and listened to my ideas.  By the time I left, she had promised that – unless there were any 
operational barriers – the announcements could happen within a few weeks.  I literally bounced out of the 
building…and kept my fingers crossed that things would really happen.
And they have!  Not only are there now announcements on trains, but also messages on the electronic display 
boards and on tickets.
Please encourage friends and neighbours to join us, so that our voice can be even more influential.

Shiona Williams, Chair

Step-Free Access from Kew Gardens Station
Proof that the decision-makers do listen to The Kew Society…
In our last newsletter, we mentioned that I had managed to arrange a ‘real life’ meeting with Claire Mann – the 
COO of TfL – to discuss ideas that could improve the lives and wellbeing of many visitors to Kew Gardens…and 
also the station staff, who (until now) have had to deal with many unhappy passengers who discovered (after 
they had disembarked from a westbound train..) that, to avoid steps, their only option was to walk 600 metres to 
get to the other side of the village…and the entrance to Kew Gardens.
Every year, this has affected many thousands of people with mobility challenges, and others pushing buggies or 
carrying heavy luggage.
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TOP SECRET

There was one local aspect which we 
thought would be of particular interest to 
our members which is described in more 
detail below (thanks to National Archives 
staff  for providing the documents and 
to David Durie for bringing this to our 
attention.  It isn’t every day we publish 
a document marked Top Secret in The 
Kew Society newsletter).  Do any of our 
members remember Clinkerts Nurseries 
near Stanmore Road/Kew Road?

Klaus Fuchs
Klaus Fuchs was born in Germany and 
joined the Communist Party in 1932 
before fl eeing the Nazi regime as a 
refugee.  A brilliant physicist, Fuchs was 
absorbed into Britain’s early nuclear 
research, and then in 1943 was sent to 
the USA and subsequently joined the 
Manhattan Project which created the fi rst 
atomic bomb.  Fuchs was recruited as a 
Soviet spy in 1941 and passed crucial 
atomic secrets to the Soviet Union.  After 
confessing in 1950, Fuchs was found 
guilty of espionage and sentenced to 14 
years in prison.
Some of Fuchs’ spycraft took place in 
Kew!  Fuchs indicated in the following 
MI5 fi le that at the corner of Stanmore 
Road and Kew Road (the house is no 
longer there) that he was to throw a 
copy of Men Only magazine to suggest 
a rendezvous (paragraph 1).  Fuchs also 
said he was instructed to draw a chalk 
mark on the wall in an alley way near 
Kew Gardens station to alert his handler 
if it was too risky to meet (paragraph 3).

I then showed him a map of the Kew Gardens district, and he 
indicated thereon three places which it is thought will be of 
intelligence interest:-
(1) He indicated that at the corner of Stanmore Road and Kew 
Road stands a house in its own grounds which has a garden in 
Stanmore Road. He said that it was over the fence of this garden, 
between the second and third of four trees which stand parallel with 
the roadway that he was to throw a copy of “MEN ONLY”, bearing 
upon the tenth page the suggested arrangements for a rendez-vous 
in the event of meetings breaking down. He said that adjoining the 
garden of this house was a nursery for young trees, and still further 
east of the nursery he thought there was a cemetery. 
(2) He indicated that having thrown a periodical into the garden 
of the house in Stanmore Road, he was instructed to place a mark 
on the fence on the north side of Holmesdale Road opposite a tree 
at the eastern end of the road. This would indicate to the occupier 
of the house in Stanmore Road that there was something for him in 
the garden.
(3) He said that outside Kew Gardens Railway Station there 
was a parade of shops, and between two of them, very close to 
the bus stop, there was an entry, and it was at this point that he 
was instructed to place a chalk mark in the event of a rendez-vous 
becoming dangerous for any reason. Similarly he was instructed 
that the other party to the arrangement would made such a mark in 
similar circumstances. 
I went to Kew Gardens on the 11th February, and found that with the 
exception of the cemetery the house in Stanmore Road is exactly 
as described by FUCHS. Alongside the corner house, which in fact 
is 166 Kew Road, there is a walled garden abutting onto Stanmore 
Road. Over the wall, parallel with the road, are four very distinctive 
fi r trees, and beyond these there is a very big shed. Adjoining this 
garden at its eastern end are Clinkerts Nurseries, where there are 
many examples of topiary work, and I must say that these clipped 
yews and the like do have a funereal appearance which might lead 
one to think in terms of a cemetery.

Top Secret: The world of espionage in Kew
In our previous newsletter, we looked at the (then) new MI5 exhibition that is a collaboration between the 
National Archives and MI5.  If you haven’t yet seen the exhibition, which is open until 28th September, do go 
and have a look as it is fascinating no matter how interested you are in the history of our intelligence agencies.  

LEFT:
Alleyway now known as Station Avenue

RIGHT:
A photograph of Klaus Fuchs 
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James Tonkin is the founder of Hangman – a production and post-production film company located in the heart 
of Kew Village.  Hangman applies cutting-edge technology to drive creativity when producing promotional videos 
for bands and brands.
James has a music background and diverted into film making and music video while at university.  He found film 
fascinating and, while working with IE Music Management, had the opportunity to work with Robbie Williams 
and build an inhouse studio in Shepherd’s Bush.  Spending much of his life touring with bands, he longed for 
a beautiful place to return to and after a walk in Kew Gardens with his wife they agreed that ‘Kew would be an 
amazing place to live’.
He now has Sound and Grading Studios as well as editing space in Kew.  James describes this location as 
having the benefit of being away from the hustle and bustle and yet close enough for their international artists to 
access everything required to make the business a success.  James commented that the artists appreciate the 
‘creative sanctuary’ of their studios enabling them to focus on a project.  Still touring frequently as a Director, or 
Director of Photography, he finds living and working locally allows him to enjoy a five-minute commute, including 
a school run.
Hangman has an impressive list of bands it works with, including the Rolling Stones, Coldplay and David Gilmour.  
Its embrace of innovative technology has given it a reputation for taking a project from inception to execution, 
creating cinematic visuals and audio that capture an audience.  It has built up relationships with companies such 
as Apple and Blackmagic Design of Australia, whose ground-breaking Cloud and camera software enables files 
to be shared immediately worldwide.  Commissioning the expertise of editors, audio technicians, directors and 
producers when required enables Hangman to maintain the agility on which it prides itself.  (For the techies 
reading this, James mentioned that he is currently working with a 17K camera, where the norm is only 4K.)
The pandemic and strikes hit the industry but there has been some resurgence, and James keeps an active eye 
out for new innovation.  “Not knowing what is next” is what excites and drives him.
For further information about James Tonkin and Hangman, watch https://youtu.be/jBF0niP8f60

Helen Whitten

Volunteering for The Kew Society
We are delighted to have new volunteers to join our ranks of helpers who help us to deliver the wide range of 
activities that we are involved in.  We thought it would be timely to let you know who they are and to tell you a 
little bit about some of them.
Amanda Jones began volunteering at The Kew Society’s conservation lecture this May, and welcomed the 
chance to pitch ideas for upcoming events – particularly upcycling activities aimed at capturing younger residents’ 
attention and joining the newsletter team.  She started her teacher training course at St. Mary’s University, 
Twickenham, aspiring to become a qualified secondary school English teacher next year.  She moved to the 
borough in 2013, residing in Ham where she enjoys relaxing with her sun-worshipping Chihuahua – Tipsy – in 
their back garden.

Businesses in Kew: Hangman
We are fortunate to have a rich variety of businesses located in Kew – we thought our members would be 
interested to learn about a film production company based here and to find out a little about what they do.
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A Conversation with Rhidian Brook
Raised in Wales and after twenty-five years living in Barnes, the author, broadcaster and scriptwriter Rhidian 
Brook and his wife decided to move.  At first unsure where they wanted to live, the decision was made easier by 
a flat in Kew becoming available at a timely moment.  Having recently returned from a year living in Jerusalem, 
Kew seemed a safe bet: with Kew Gardens and the river nearby plus cricket at the weekend, yet only ten 
minutes by bicycle along the towpath to their old life and friends. Local transport facilitates their enthusiastic 
participation in London’s cultural life.
Rhidian’s talent was quickly recognised when his first novel The Testimony of Taliesin Jones won three prizes, 
including the Somerset Maugham Award.  This and his book The Aftermath have both been made into films, 
the latter starring Keira Knightley.  Since moving, Rhidian has been busy completing the novel he started in 
Jerusalem.  The story of a reluctant pilgrim, it is inspired by his own experience of pilgrimage in the Holy Land.  
Living in Jerusalem was intense, fascinating and disconcerting. They returned to England only two months 
before 7th October.
His working routine is to walk for twenty minutes and then to work all morning from 9.00am to 1.00pm, writing in 
the Orangery in Kew Gardens or the National Archives or one of Kew’s many cafes.  He might later pop down 
to Pools on the Park for a swim.

The Kew Society encourages other DofE students to get involved, noting 
that under-18s must be accompanied by an adult member.  Charlotte 
recommends volunteering as a rewarding way to support the local 
community.

Amanda Jones

We are also delighted to have 
a volunteer through the Duke of 
Edinburgh Scheme.
In late 2024, Charlotte Banks – 
a Year 10 student from Surbiton 
High School – began volunteering 
with The Kew Society for her Silver 
Duke of Edinburgh Award.  With her 
mother – Robyn – she engaged in 
various community tasks such as 
litter-picking, gardening, upcycling, 
and helping to hand-deliver some 
of our own Newsletters !!
Charlotte enjoyed both the variety 
of activities and the positive 
community feedback.  In addition 
to volunteering, she chose ski race-
training for fitness, classical guitar 
as a skill, and will be heading off on 
an expedition this month (June), her 
favourite part of the Award Scheme.

Goli Hashemi joined The Kew Society at the start of this year, joining the 
event coordinators to help organise education lectures and shape creative 
aspects of event planning.  By day, she is a lead regulatory scientist at 
GSK, checking emerging pharmaceutical drugs, ticking local approval 
standards for safe, effective global use.  Beyond her expertise in the 
pharmaceutical industry, she is excited to have the opportunity to contribute 
and connect with local people.  She moved to Kew in 2022, drawn by 
its vibrant active community involvement after residing in Kingston and 
Hampton Court.  Her recreation for the weekend often includes wandering 
into Kew Gardens before refuelling on a strong latte near the train station 
to meander along the riverside.

Amanda Jones

Charlotte Banks
In full volunteering mode

Goli Hashemi
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lease will have to produce and administer an approved management plan, which will be monitored by the 
council’s Ecology team.  The new lease will take effect from September 2025.

Update on Pensford Field
A final decision about the proposed 
transfer of the lease for Pensford Field 
was taken at the Council Finances, 
Policy and Resources committee 
meeting on 25th June.  A detailed paper 
has been produced in advance of the 
meeting, which outlines the recent 
consultation process and provides an 
overview of the responses.
It also includes a number of reassuring 
statements about the future use of the 
field…there is a guarantee that the 
space will continue to have full public 
access and that the individuals, groups 
and schools who currently use the space 
will be able to continue to do so.  As a 
SINC (Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation), whoever is awarded the 

he is embarking on a new venture writing the libretto for an opera, collaborating with local composer Roxanna 
Panufnik.  Three opera companies are already interested.
Community is important, and he and his wife are delighted to find the people of Kew very open and embracing of 
them as new neighbours, and they are starting to recognise more faces around the neighbourhood.  He enjoys 
participating in thought-provoking and meaningful discussion on life, faith and politics – what he describes as 
‘the First Order Questions’ that fascinate him.  Twenty-five years ago, he created a ‘Men in the Pub’ group that 
has been meeting in local pubs and this includes an annual visit to his father’s house in Wales to continue their 
discussions in the quiet of the Brecon Beacons.
Despite a friend saying to him “Park the God stuff and you might have a few hit records”, faith has always been 
an integral part of his writing and writing, like faith, is “a journey of risk and exploration”.  And Rhidian Brook is 
most certainly a man who seeks adventure and new experiences in life to keep him curious and engaged.  No 
doubt if we visit him again this time next year there will be many more adventures to report!
For more information, see www.rhidianbrook.com

Helen Whitten

Rhidian is known for his frequent appearances on 
Radio 4’s Thought for the Day, and he has a reputation 
for offering thought-provoking pieces on faith and how 
to question it and yet integrate it into daily life.  His many 
varied books all – either explicitly or implicitly – explore 
the challenge of faith.  He has recently preached 
Holy Week in York Minster, given the Eric Symes 
Abbott Memorial Lecture on Writing in Good Faith, A 
Pilgrimage in Fiction, Film and Thought, at Westminster 
Abbey and Keble College, Oxford.  He also gave an 
Easter sermon in St. Anne’s at the invitation of The Rev 
Canon Dr. Giles Fraser.  However, when I asked him 
whether a more formal role in the church was calling 
him, he replied that he feels he has more freedom to 
speak his mind as a writer.  “You can say the things we 
can’t”, a dog-collared colleague had observed.
As you can tell, one could certainly not accuse Rhidian 
of getting stuck in one genre, as after some years 
selling butterflies, writing advertising copy, novels, 
scripts for film and television, including Silent Witness, 
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potential to substantially improve weather forecasting, making it faster and even more accurate because, while 
traditional models can provide accurate forecasts, they rely on immense computational power which limits their 
use and speed of production.  AI’s ability to predict the future – based on processing vast amounts of data at 
unprecedented speed – is transforming the sector.
The audience was fascinated, asking many questions about forecasting in general and the use of AI in particular.  
Overall, an excellent and thought-provoking evening.

Paul Bethel

Offi  ce in the UK, providing cutting-edge 
monitoring of the Earth system and weather 
forecasts from days to months ahead to 
its users.  ECMWF now also has offi  ces 
in Bonn and Barcelona, where its current 
computer resides.
Weather prediction is complex, using ever-
expanding data from satellites and surface 
sensors and sophisticated computer 
models based on the laws of physics.  
Florence stressed that whilst a knowledge 
of physics is essential as a fi rst step, the 
more input from real-time observations 
from around the world – from land and ship 
observations to observational satellites – is 
what really improves the ability to forecast 
accurately.
And while the last few decades have seen 
signifi cant improvements in the ability to 
make accurate predictions, AI has the 

Florence began with a detailed history of forecasting, 
and explained how it has evolved over time.  She 
is the Director-General of the European Centre for 
Medium-Range Weather Forecasts – ECMWF – which 
was created 50 years ago as an intergovernmental 
organisation by a group of European nations who had 
the vision of a collective endeavour to improve weather 
forecasting.  At the time when the idea of ECMWF 
came about, weather predictions had a value up to 
around one to two days ahead, and anything further 
than a few hours was notably unreliable.  Being able to 
predict accurately and reliably the weather for longer 
ranges had become imperative; and that realisation 
marked the birth of ECMWF on 1st November 1975, 
through the signing of a Treaty.
ECMWF was based in Reading from its beginning in 
1975 to the current days, from working on the fi rst 
CRAY-1 supercomputer in Europe in the late 1970s 
to the implementation of the fi rst fully operational AI 
weather model.  It is an intergovernmental organisation 
supported by 35 countries in the European area, and 
works collaboratively with National Meteorological 
Agencies in its Member States, including the Met 

Using AI for weather forecasting
On Friday 9th May, Dr. Florence Rabier – who, until recently, lived in Kew (see interview in our Spring 2024 
edition; https://tinyurl.com/TKS-Spring-2024-Newsletter) – came to the National Archives to give us an enthralling 
and informative lecture on weather forecasting and the increasing use of Artifi cial Intelligence [AI] to improve the 
accuracy of medium-range (up to 10 to 15 days) forecasts.
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We are hoping to relaunch what used to be a ‘go to’ 
Kew event and the reason for me joining The Kew 
Society – the Pagoda Picnic – which was always a 
great annual event for local families.  Please pencil in 
Friday 5th September.  Kew Gardens has agreed in 
principle to keep the Lion Gate entrance open for Kew 
Society members until 8.30pm.  Nothing finalised yet, 
but it would be wonderful if we can actually make it 
happen!
And for members that have been admiring the new look 
façade of Richmond Station and wondered what else 
is going on at the station, we have made a provisional 
arrangement for a member of SW Trains staff to lead 
two ‘behind the scenes’ tours in the early autumn –
probably on a Thursday evening.  Further details to 
follow!
I have been looking at the Kew Society archives, and 
realise that a programme of ‘talks, walks, and visits’ 
really started only in 2014, the brainchild of Mary 
Done.  Before that, there were more parties and social 
get-togethers.  If you would like to get involved in 
developing ideas that a diversity of members would 
enjoy – and could access – do get in touch with me on 
chair@kewsociety.org

Shiona Williams, Chair

Tim Hedley-Jones (Railway Heritage Trust)
Cllr. Gareth Roberts (Leader), Lord Hendy 
and David Wilby opening the new façade

Future events…and the future of Events
Thanks to a group of our volunteers and their contacts we have put together some ‘members only’ treats for the 
summer and early autumn.
On 10th July, Shirley Newton – a member and highly regarded local historian – will be leading an evening walk 
around Brentford old and new starting and finishing at the Waterman’s Arms.  Participants will be asked to 
donate a minimum of £12.00 to a charity nominated by Shirley.
And then, on 17th July it will be ‘all aboard’ a vintage Routemaster bus, owned and driven by Lord Peter Hendy, 
who lives in Richmond – see photo below.  He will be taking a leisurely route around local areas of interest,with 
a commentary especially crafted for the trip by Helen Bartolome – a member who is also a Blue Badge guide.  
Our ‘mistress of ceremonies’ will be Christine Gordon MBE, a jazz singer and care worker and a very talented 
entertainer.  There will be a bit-of-a-party too, as we have scheduled a stop at the lawn in front of Syon House for 
a glass of something refreshing before our return trip.  It should be a very special evening  Tickets will be £25.00 
and, if there are any profits, they will go to support our ‘safe and easy access’ project.



The Kew Society Newsletter14

Twinning
The weekend of 6th to 8th June marked the 65th anniversary of twinning between European towns and towns in 
the UK.  Richmond has been twinned with Fontainebleau in France since 1977 and Konstanz in Germany since 
1983.  The weekend provided an opportunity to celebrate the reaffirmation of the twinning agreements.  Over 50 
local events took place all over the borough – you may have noticed the bunting in Kew – including live music, 
food markets, boat trips, parades and sporting events.
The aim of twinning is to promote shared learning, to create opportunities for young people and to link our 
boroughs through cultural exchange, as well as international collaboration and friendship.  It was originally 
described by Jean Bareth, one of the founders of the Council of Municipalities and Regions which gave rise to 
twinning after the second world war as ‘the coming together of two communities seeking…to take action with a 
European perspective and with the aim of facing their problems and developing between themselves closer and 
closer ties of friendship.’  There are thought to be around 17,000 twinning links across Europe.
In the words of Uli Burchardt, the Major of Konstanz:

Celebration Twinning Bunting in Kew

‘When we think about international partnerships, we 
often picture formal agreements or ceremonial events.  
But twinning is something far more vital.  It is about 
people.  It’s about the students who visit each other’s 
schools and realise how much they have in common.  
It’s about artists who collaborate across languages 
and cultures.  It’s about residents who meet, host, and 
share life experiences that stay with them for a lifetime’.
To celebrate the anniversary, the Council hosted a 
welcome reception at Orleans House Gallery, a Leader’s 
Breakfast and a Civic Dinner.  Young bands from the 
twinned towns and the European Youth Orchestra 
were given the chance to showcase their talent, and 
a Parade took place to welcome everyone.  The oath 
was signed at York House.  Hundreds of guests came 

from our twinned European towns joining thousands of local residents to celebrate the Reaffirmation.
The Richmond in Europe Association works closely with Richmond, Fontainebleau and Konstanz to promote 
sporting, cultural and educational links and exchanges between the three European towns and their surrounding 
areas . See www.richmondineurope.com. 

Claire Bethel
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KEW WI
Kew Womens’ Institute (known locally as KeWI) currently has a few vacancies if anyone would like to become 
a member.
If you are interested, please fill in our form on our website using this link https://www.kewi.org.uk/join.html

Open Gardens
Once again, various residents are opening up their gardens to the public as part of the National Open Garden 
Scheme.  See https://ngs.org.uk/ for further details.
Two local ones to note are both open on Sunday 6th July.
The first is 119 Mortlake Road, where Karen Penney’s garden will be open between 2.00pm and 5.30pm.  
Admission £5.00 (children free), where tea, coffee and cakes will be on sale.
Next, our Head Gardener – Anna Anderson – is opening 31 West Park Road between 2.00pm and 6.00pm, 
where admission is £4.00 (again, children go free).
Below are Anna’s garden (top left) and Karen’s garden (the others).

And hearty congratulations to our winner

Mark Painter

shown here complete with his prize.A1:  Camille Pissarro
A2:  King Ethelred the Unready

A3:  Food production
A4:  Sir William Jackson Hooker

A5: The Herbarium

The Kew Quiz (as mentioned on Page 6)
Q1:  Which French impressionist painter lived on Kew Green until his death in 1915?
Q2:  Which Saxon King first mentioned Kew Ponds in 966?
Q3:  What was Kew Green used for during the First World War?
Q4:  Who was the first Director of Kew Gardens?
Q5:  In which building on Kew Green are more than 7 million dried specimens of plants stored?
Answers Below !!
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Support your 
Society with 
your own 
I Love Kew 
mug for only 
£10.00 each.

Send an email 
to events@
kewsociety.org
 to buy one (or 
more !!)

* For a full programme of the concerts at St. Anne’s Church, see
https://stanneskew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Summer_Recitals_2025.pdf

If Hand-Delivered:

For Address Label

5 April to 28 Sept MI5 Offi  cial Secrets exhibition The National Archives
July onwards The Carbon Garden exhibition Kew Gardens
5 July Kew Rotary Coff ee morning at Café Torelli Kew Rotary Society
6 July to 31 Aug Sunday afternoon Summer Concert at Kew Green * St. Anne’s Church
6 July Kew Village Market Kew Village Market Committee
6 July Joe Wicks Festival Kew Gardens
6 July Your Songs, Our Songs (Jazz) Café Yukari
8 - 13 July Kew The Music Kew Gardens
10 July A walk around Brentford old & new, with Shirley Newton The Kew Society
11 July Classical Gershwin Xtra Café Yukari
17 July All aboard a vintage Routemaster tour round the local area The Kew Society
19 July Pensford Field Party Pensford Field Committee
27 July Mood Indigo (Jazz) Café Yukari
2 August Kew Rotary Coff ee morning at Café Torelli Kew Rotary Society 
3 August Kew Village Market Kew Village Market Committee
3 August Your Songs, Our Songs (Jazz) Café Yukari
23 August Horticultural Show, on Kew Green Kew Horticultural Society
26 July National Gardens Scheme @ 31 West Park Road Anna Anderson
26 July National Gardens Scheme @ 119 Mortlake Road Karen Penney
31 August Mood Indigo (Jazz) Café Yukari
5 September Summer Pagoda Picnic in Kew Gardens (provisional) The Kew Society
6 September Kew Rotary Coff ee morning at Café Torelli Kew Rotary Society
7 September Kew Village Market Kew Village Market Committee
14 September Tidefest General
19 September Kew Supper Club kewsupperclub102@gmail.com
18 October Kew Rotary Coff ee morning at Café Torelli Kew Rotary Society
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