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The Kew Society 
Annual General Meeting 
Monday 22 October 2018 

Agenda 
 
 

1. To accept the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 
25th October 2017. 
 

2. To propose to accept the Annual Report of the Trustees (available at 
www.kewsociety.org). 
 

3. To propose to accept the Annual Statement of Accounts (available at 
www.kewsociety.org). 
 

4. To elect Trustees of the Charitable Incorporated Organisation. 
Martin Taylor and Caroline Brock are standing down after their maximum 6 
year term of office. John Oxley is standing down. 
Proposed by existing Trustees for election: 

 
Mary Done 
Richard Jaggard 
Roger Mason 
John Ricketts 
 

 
5. To elect Officers of the Charitable Incorporated Organisation. 

Proposed by existing Trustees for election: 
 
Roger Mason Chair 
Nora Dennehy Vice Chair 
Michael Adams Honorary Treasurer 
Claire Bethel  Honorary Secretary 

 
6. To appoint Mr. G.L. Turner as Independent Examiner of Accounts for the year 

ending 31st July 2019V 
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The Kew Society 

Meeting Notes of the Annual General Meeting 
 
Date: Wednesday 25th October 2017 
Time: 18.45 – 20.00  
Venue: The National Archives, Kew TW9 4HF 
 
 

Attendees from the current Executive Committee 

Caroline Brock (Chair/Planning) 
Michael Adams (Hon. Treasurer) 
Claire Bethel  (Co-opted Hon. Secretary) 
Christopher Cannon (Co-opted Planning) 
Avril Dalglish  (Environment)  
Nora Dennehy (Co-opted Press and PR) 
Mary Done  (Hon. Secretary/Events/Environment) 
Alice Shackleton (Co-opted Planning) 
Martin Taylor  (Planning) 
 
 

Meeting notes recorded by 

Claire Bethel  (Co-opted Hon. Secretary) 
 
Apologies noted from  
Patrons: Nick Baird, 
Councillors, Monica Horner (Kew Ward), Councillor Stephen Speak (North Richmond 
Ward) who was invited as a guest but was unable to attend. 
Zac Goldsmith MP, invited as a guest but was unable to attend 
Members: Alison Arnold, Sue and Paul Cole, Clarissa Fletcher, Diana Ford,, Nick 
and Diana Hutchings, David O’Reilly, John Oxley (Planning Trustee), Greg Simoes, 
Uta Thompson,  
 
 

 Introduction 

 The Chair, Caroline Brock, welcomed all to the AGM, including guests – Councillor 
Meena Bond and Councillor David Linnette -  and thanked Paul Davies, National 
Archives Operations Director, and his team for providing the venue. Paul Davies 
welcomed the Society to the National Archives and thanked members for their 
support for the recent Open House weekend.  

 The Chair explained that the first part of the AGM and the report circulated were for 
the unincorporated Society; the second part of the meeting would then include the 
appointment of trustees and officers for the Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(CIO) and agenda items for the CIO, but this would all be made clear as the meeting 
progressed.   
 

1.  To accept the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 10th October 2016 

 These were accepted as an accurate record (subject to amendment of small 
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typographical errors). 

2.  
To receive the Annual Report of the Trustees.  

• Presenting the report of the Executive Committee, the Chair referred to the work that 
has been undertaken over the last year and thanked Kew Society members and her 
Committee colleagues for their contributions. She highlighted some of the issues 
addressed over the year, more fully described in the written report. 
 

Objectives and Approach of The Kew Society 
• The Chair summarised the objectives of the Society, which were set out in the 

documentation for the meeting – the key aim is to preserve and enhance the Kew 
area. 

 
Planning 
• The Chair summarised some of the work undertaken by the Planning sub-committee 

during the previous year – many planning applications in the area, covered by the 
Kew Village Plan, are looked at, as well as  developments in adjacent areas, notably 
in Hounslow, affecting Kew.  

• The Chair gave examples of applications where issues had been raised and 
documents responded to, including commenting on the draft Local Plan, particularly 
with a view to strengthening the policy on basements. The Kew Society was also 
represented on the Old Deer Park Group by Avril Dalglish, and had commented on 
the draft Supplementary Planning Document on the Old Deer Park within the 
Richmond Village Plan. 

• Several applications in Sandycombe Road, proposals for additional telephone kiosks 
and the proposal for a 35 storey building at Chiswick Curve had also been scrutinised 
and objections raised; one example of the sub-committee’s concerns was in 
response to the development at the restaurant, Antipodea, which had proceeded 
without planning permission.   

• The Kew Society had submitted a proposal for funding from the Village Planning 
Fund. The Council is currently consulting on possible bids, including the one from the 
Kew Society for a new noticeboard in the village and a bid for furniture for the new 
GP surgery in Emerald Gardens, both of which members are encouraged to vote for. 
The results of the vote are not binding but will be taken into account as a measure of 
the degree of local support. Those bids not successful in this first round of Village 
Planning funding could be resubmitted in the next round. 

• Thanks were extended to Caroline Brock, Christopher Cannon, John Oxley, Alice 
Shackleton and Martin Taylor for all their hard work on planning issues led by Martin. 

 
Events 
• The Kew Society has progressed from organising around four events a year to more 

like four or so a month.   
• The Chair described the objectives of the events organised and touched on some of 

the excellent and wide-ranging events that have been organised this year for which 
there had been considerable support and strong attendance.  

• Thanks were extended to Mary Done, Sue May and Jane Hogan for their work 
overseeing events.   

 
Environment 
• The Environment sub-committee aims to help members appreciate leafy, watery Kew 

and to protect and improve the environment.   
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• Specific work this year has included further work on the campaign opposing the 
expansion of Heathrow, commenting on the impact on noise, air pollution and the 
planned re-designed flight paths. 

• Work has also continued to press for removal of the graffiti and improve security 
along the rail track since Network Rail had not met the commitments they had made 
to do so. Richmond Council  agreed to clean  up the graffiti and decide on 
responsibility for costs at a later stage. Unfortunately, the graffiti has now reappeared 
and further action is being pursued. 

• The Council approached the Kew Society to discuss improving  way finding from Kew 
Gardens Station to the Botanic Gardens and how both pavement redesign, improved 
signage and maps could help. Members of the public complain frequently about the 
lack of directions. A public consultation on pavement redesign was expected shortly. 

• A small sub-group had worked with the Kew Residents Association to work up 
suggestions about coach parking on Kew Road and have submitted a proposal to 
Richmond Council and the Royal Botanic Gardens. A meeting to discuss the possible 
solutions identified would be held shortly.  

• Thanks were extended to Caroline Brock, Mary Done, Avril Dalglish, David 
Greggains, Roger Mason, Martin Taylor and Peter Willan for their work on the local 
environment. 

 
Projects  
• The replanting of the open areas of the platforms in Kew Gardens Station had taken 

place in November, comprising 1500 bulbs and 11 tons of gravel, soil, compost and 
bark, as a result of a collaboration between the Kew Society and Transport for 
London, the Royal Botanic Gardens, Richmond Council and Energy Garden. The 
planting of this and the garden in North Road (referred to as High Park Corner) and 
the bench/planter outside the Kew Greenhouse Cafe were now being maintained by 
Kew Society volunteers, with support from Energy Garden at the station.  

• The Chair was delighted that the planting had won the Richmond Council’s Best 
Village in Bloom award, winning a Silver Gilt award; she showed attendees the 
Schooling Cup which will be retained for one year and the certificate and asked for 
ideas as to where the cup  could be displayed securely. She expressed an ambition 
that the Kew Society would be able to take a  Gold award next year, though the cup 
cannot be won by the same Village in consecutive years.  

• The Chair expressed thanks to all those who collaborated in the project and to the 
Kew Society volunteers. Jenny Tonge expressed a vote of thanks on behalf of herself 
and the Kew Society for the work that had been done which has enhanced the 
appearance of the station considerably and brought her and others a great deal of 
pleasure already.   

 
Press, PR and Marketing 
• Nora Dennehy has helped to raise the profile of the Society through the press and 

through social media. As a result, opportunities had been taken to raise the profile of 
the Society including the press launch for the station planting, and increased use of 
the website as a key communication tool, as well as Twitter, Facebook and the 
quarterly newsletter. Nicholas Armour was standing down as editor of the newsletter 
and would be replaced by Claire Bethel.  

• Local events including the Kew Fete, Kew Horticultural Show and the Kew Village 
Market have also provided opportunities to showcase the contribution made by the 
Society.   

• Thanks were extended to Mike Adams, Nicholas Armour, Claire Bethel, Caroline 
Brock, Nora Dennehy, Paul Firby, Michael Fletcher, Nick Hutchings, Sue May and 
many other Trustees and helpers. The Chair particularly mentioned the contribution 
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of Daphne and John Turner who had transformed the High Park Corner garden. 
 
Governance 
• The Society has successfully registered as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

(CIO) this year.  
• Risk assessments had been undertaken as a result of the Society participating in 

more active events, such as the gardening at the station.  
• The Chair thanked Mike Adams for his work on establishing the CIO with input from 

Avril Dalglish, Sir David Durie and Donna McDonald and to Caroline Brock and John 
Oxley for the risk assessment work.  
  

Conclusion 
• The Chair thanked all the Kew Society Trustees, and helpers, as well as our Patrons. 
• The Chair invited questions from the floor and a number were raised and replied to 

by the Chair. Councillor Meena Bond suggested that small businesses may wish to 
support the Society in exchange for a small discount for members – Mike Adams 
responded that this might jeopardise the Gift Aid entitlement but was being looked at 
as a possibility. Councillor Bond also said that there would be an opportunity for 
members to raise questions with Council members on 30th November. The Chair 
confirmed that this event had been drawn to the attention of members and 
encouraged all to attend as it offered an excellent opportunity for constructive 
engagement with Richmond Council. 
 

3.  
To receive the Annual Statement of Accounts 

 
• The Treasurer, Mike Adams, presented the accounts for the year ending 31st July 

2017. He added his personal thanks to those who had helped to redraft the Society’s 
constitution and to the Chair for her painstaking proofreading of the documents for 
the new CIO. Following the Extraordinary General Meeting that had been held on 
22nd March to agree the registration as a CIO, the Treasurer had applied to the 
Charity Commission and received a positive response a few days later. Mike was 
grateful to Barclays Bank for managing the transition to the new organisation 
seamlessly.  

• Mike went through the accounts and summarised the key points. He said that the 
Society had done well with Gift Aid – nearly all the subscriptions qualified which 
increases the income available by 25% which had already been received from 
HMRC.  

• Self-funded events had also proved successful. A large profit had been made for the 
Melvyn Bragg talk last November which had, at his request, been donated to the 
Richmond Museum.  

• Thanks were extended to Geoffrey Turner, Independent Examiner for the Accounts. 
• Members were given the opportunity to raise questions and seek clarification. In 

response to members’ questions, Mike explained that the accounts were for the old 
association and that the new association had started on 1st August. The Society 
currently has more than 700 members, approximately 440 households.  

• The Accounts were proposed by Michael Fletcher, seconded by Peter Tomkins and 
approved by all. 

 

4.  Election of Trustees of the Unincorporated Association 
 
• Martin Taylor stood down as trustee of the Unincorporated Association since it was 

necessary to have a turnover of one third of trustees annually. Mary Done had 
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completed her maximum 6 year term of office and was therefore standing down as a 
trustee. Claire Bethel was standing as a new trustee, proposed by the Executive 
Committee and seconded by Sue May.  Her appointment was approved with no 
dissents. 

5.  Election of Officers of the Unincorporated Association  

 

• The Executive Committee had proposed Caroline Brock as Chair, Michael Adams as 
Honorary Treasurer and Claire Bethel as Honorary Secretary, all of which were 
seconded by Sue May and approved by all.  
 

6.  Election of Trustees of the Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

 

• Martin Taylor and Mary Done stood down. Claire Bethel, Nora Dennehy, Alice 
Shackleton and Martin Taylor were proposed for election by the existing Trustees, 
seconded by Sue May, and approved by all.  
 

7.  Election of Officers of the Charitable Incorporated Organisation  
 
• The existing Trustees proposed the following as Officers of the CIO: Caroline Brock 

as Chair, Michael Adams as Honorary Treasurer and Claire Bethel as Honorary 
Secretary. The post of Vice-Chair remained vacant. These were seconded by Paul 
Bethel and approved unanimously.  
 

• Peter Tomkins asked about the role of Vice-Chair as this was still vacant. The Chair 
confirmed that there would now be 8 instead of 6 trustees and that, five more new 
people were being co-opted  to the Executive Committee with a view to standing  as 
trustees for next year. She was consequently hopeful of being able to find a Vice-
Chair before the next AGM when it would be necessary for her to stand down as she 
will have been in post for the maximum term permissible.  Over the coming year, with 
an expanding Committee, it would be possible to make the role of Chair more 
manageable by delegating more and focusing on the role of Chair in an expanding 
organisation – chairing meetings and setting the direction and tone of the Society.  
 

8.  Appointment of Mr G. L. Turner as Independent Examiner for Statement of financial 
activities for the year to July 31st, 2018 

 Mr Turner’s appointment was proposed by Caroline Brock, seconded by Janet Clark 
and approved. 

 

9.  
Any Other Business 

 

 The Chair presented flowers on behalf of the membership to thank Mary Done for all 
her hard work for the Society as Hon. Secretary, events lead and work on the 
environment – she was delighted that the Council had accepted the Society’s 
nomination for a well-deserved community award for Mary in recognition of all that 
she has done for the Society. Caroline will also be presenting a gift to Nicholas 
Armour to thank him for his work as newsletter Editor over the last three years.  
 

The Kew Society AGM Draft Minutes 25th October 2017
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The Kew Society 

The Chair’s Report 

This is my last report as Chair as I stand down at the end of my 6 year term of office this 
October. It has been a very interesting 6 years (nearer 7 with my co-option to the Committee) 
during which we have seen a lot of change: an increased emphasis on governance in step 
with tighter controls in the charity sector; our transformation into a new entity as a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation; a broader emphasis on environmental issues; more projects 
making us more visible in the community; a much expanded programme of events which 
have also raised our profile and attracted more members; more proactive PR, including 
social media and our redesigned website; more time committed to commenting on 
Government and Local Policies in addition to continuing to comment on planning applications 
which have a community impact. This has only been possible because we have managed to 
increase the numbers actively engaged in the work of the Society, either as Trustees or in 
more informal capacities.  
 
Our membership too has continued to grow and at the end of this financial year stood at 743. 
I and the Committee have enjoyed welcoming new members at the receptions we now hold 
for them, as well as meeting long-standing and new members at our various events. 
 
Our Constitution allows for anyone who has been a Trustee for 6 years to stand again after a 
one year break. Many of you will know Mary Done from all the work she has done for the 
Kew Society over many years. Her 6 year term of office ended in 2017 but she agreed to 
carry on organising our events and I am delighted that she has now agreed  to stand again 
as a Trustee and continue running our events. Roger Mason, who has been helping us on air 
quality for some time, is also standing as a Trustee and to take over from me as Chair.  John 
Ricketts who has already done a great deal of work for us on planning is also standing for 
election as a Trustee as well as Richard Jaggard who has been helping us with governance 
issues and with gardening, including this year’s entry for Best Village in Bloom in the 
Richmond in Bloom competition. For the first time in several years we are also nominating a 
Vice Chair – Nora Dennehy who has been a Trustee since 2017 and has been responsible 
for our raised profile with increased PR activity. 
 
Especial thanks go to Martin Taylor and to John Oxley, both standing down this year. They 
have done a great deal of work on planning issues over the last few years.  
 
Thanks also go to those providing support in a less formal capacity: Jane Hogan and Sue 
May on events; Venetia Harper who has been helping on environment issues; Nick 
Hutchings as Webmaster, supporting our IT needs and mailings to members; Michael 
Fletcher as membership secretary and all our gardening volunteers. 
  
Our annual accounts show a surplus of £1,918 for the year with our reserves standing at 
£28,635 . Our reserves remain well over the £15,000 the Society resolved in 2007 should 
always be held in reserve and which the Committee confirmed, in an annual review of its 
Finance policy, continues to be an appropriate amount. The overall reserves have reduced 
as we have identified appropriate projects for the Society to support as set out in our 
accounts  
 
My thanks go once again to our Patrons, our Trustees, to all our volunteers and members for 
all their help in continuing to deliver the work of the Kew Society. I have every confidence 
that under the new leadership of Roger Mason and an expanded Committee the Society will 
continue to flourish. 
 
Caroline Brock  
Chair 
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The Kew Society 

Trustees’ Report for the year ended July 31, 2018 
 
Constitution & Rules for Election 
 
The Kew Society was for many years an Unincorporated Association, charity registered  
number 296591, governed by a Constitution which was last altered at the 2007 Annual 
General Meeting. At an Extraordinary General Meeting on 22 March 2017 members passed 
a resolution to: 
 

 approve the changes to the constitution of The Kew Society, creating a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation 

 

 register The Kew Society as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation with the Charity 
Commission 

 

 transfer the assets of the present unincorporated association to the new Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation 

 

 close the unincorporated association. 
 
The Kew Society was registered with the Charity Commission as a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO) on 12 May 2017 with registration number 1173016. The final period of 
operation of the Unincorporated Association was to 31 July 2017. The accounts for this 
period were approved at the Annual General Meeting held on 25 October 2017 and filed with 
the Charity Commission. Assets have been transferred to the CIO and the unincorporated 
association has now been closed. 
 
The Society’s Executive Committee, comprising all Trustees, meets eleven times a year.  
None of the Trustees, nor any persons connected with them, has received any remuneration 
during the year.  The Officers of the Society, consisting of the Chairman, Vice Chairman, 
Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Secretary are elected annually while other Trustees hold 
office for a period of three years.   Trustees can be re-elected for a further term, subject to a 
maximum of six years and can then only be re-elected after standing down from the 
Executive Committee for one year. 
 
The Objects and Work of the Society    
 
The Kew Society is established for the public benefit and its objects have always been to 
promote high standards of planning and architecture in Kew, to educate the public about the 
locality, to preserve and enhance the village and to extend and preserve public amenities in 
the domain.  
 
When planning our activities for the year the Trustees have considered the Charity 
Commission’s guidance on public benefit. In particular we aim to meet our objectives by:  
 

 examining planning applications that are submitted for the Kew area, as well as other 
applications and government proposals that could affect Kew 
 

 organising events for members that give information about Kew and the surrounding 
areas 
 

 liaising on behalf of members with local councillors, the local planning authority and 
other local and national voluntary organisations 
 

 providing a community network to facilitate information gathering and promote 
understanding 
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 enabling newcomers to Kew to meet other residents and become part of the village 
life, periodically holding events which help to publicise the Society’s presence in the 
community or which provide information thought to be of interest to its members. 

 
Developments, Activities and Achievements 
 
Planning 
 
The planning sub-committee has been very busy looking at policy consultations as well as 
planning applications made in Kew or the surrounding areas which affect Kew. All the 
policies and planning applications on which we have commented, whether for or against or to 
make a general observation, are on are on our website: www.kewsociety.org. 
 
The most time consuming planning application has been appearing as a formal Rule 6 party 
at the Appeal Public Inquiry against Hounslow Council’s refusal of permission for the 
“Chiswick Curve”, at Chiswick roundabout, which would be 32 storeys at its highest point and 
include LED screen advertising. We supported Hounslow Council’s refusal of the application 
and prepared written opening and closing statements and proofs of evidence for the Hearing, 
We took part in cross examinations speaking alongside Queen’s Counsels representing 
Heritage England, the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and Hounslow Council. We are grateful 
to members who took the time to come along to the Hearings to show their support for our 
opposition to this development. We focussed particularly on the traffic and air quality issues 
associated with the development and supported the case made by others objecting on 
grounds of design and impact on heritage assets. The Inspector will report to the Secretary 
of State by 22nd October and we will then be notified of the Secretary of State’s decision 
timetable. 
 
Other large applications on which we commented were: 

 the Stag Brewery site redevelopment and Chalker’s Corner reconfiguration which 
could have significant impacts on traffic congestion in Kew;  

 changes to the Brentford Football and Rugby stadium proposals to reduce the 
capacity of the stadium from 20,000 to 17.250 seats and change the configuration of 
the site;  

 proposals to redevelop 63 Sandycombe Road (Smith Bros) for mixed office and 
residential use (refused permission and also dismissed on later appeal); 

 redevelopment of 267 Sandycombe Road (previously a car lot) for commercial and 
residential use (withdrawn, a second time,  by the applicant after comments made but 
another application has now been submitted);  

 redevelopment of the Citroen site on Capital Interchange Way for 427 residential 
units in buildings of 12, 13,15,16 and 18 storeys (refused permission but called in for 
review, particularly in order to increase the affordable housing element,  by the 
London Mayor at a public hearing at which we spoke to oppose the development) ;  

 1-4 Capital Interchange Way in Brentford for a bus depot with 3 towers of 18,19and 
20 storeys for housing (refused permission);  

 the redevelopment of the Waterman’s art centre with 193 new dwellings in buildings 
of 6 and 7 storeys and ground floor retail and café (approved);  

 25 houseboat moorings at “Chiswick Beach”, Strand on the Green (withdrawn) and a 
different application, by another developer, submitted for 2 residential boat moorings 
at the same site (also withdrawn);  

 the redevelopment of the B&Q site at Chiswick roundabout (“Hudson Square”) for 
which an application has not yet been submitted but which may include offices, a 
hotel, car showcase, student accommodation and flats;  

 the creation of 5 flats in the roof space of Garden Court, on the corner of Lichfield 
Road (refused permission). 

 
Smaller applications we commented on included: 

http://www.kewsociety.org/
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 an application for a certificate of lawful development at Kew Marine (granted by 
Richmond Council);  

 confirmation of the use of 269-271 Sandycombe Road as a B&B (approved);  

 change of use of the Coach House at 273A Sandycombe Road from office to 
residential (approved);  

 a basement development at 22 Shaftesbury Road (approved);  

 a new telephone box outside Lloyds Pharmacy (refused) and telecoms equipment 
outside 19-21 Station Parade (refused);  

 the use of 110 North Road as a café and piano bar (approved);  

 a retrospective application to extend the garage at the rear of 63-65 Raleigh Road 
(refused and an appeal made subsequently withdrawn by the applicant);  

 changes to the Bell and Crown pub on Strand on the Green including to extend 
outdoor dining (application approved except for the outdoor dining aspects which 
were withdrawn by the applicant);  

 construction of a 4 bedroom house on land adjacent to 53 Old Deer Park (withdrawn 
by the applicant);  

 boundary fencing at Queen’s School (approved);  

 a retrospective application for building work carried out without permission at 8 
Station Approach (Antipodea) as well as applications to confirm lawful use as a 
restaurant, to the Licensing Committee on floor space and licensing and involvement 
in enforcement action on planning and on ventilation systems, in particular the acrid 
smoke which emanates from the newly installed wood burning stove (on-going);  

 new charging points for electric vehicles;  

 a new 2 bedroom flat at 15-23 Station Parade, above Lloyd’s Pharmacy, (now 
refused);  

 a prior approval application for a 20 metre antenna and associated telecoms 
equipment on land opposite 105 North Road (refused permission but still in dispute);  

 change of use of 2C Blake Mews to residential use (withdrawn by the applicant). 
 
We attended the public examination of Richmond Council’s Local Plan on which we had 
commented mainly in relation to strengthening controls on basement developments. The 
Plan has now been adopted. We also commented, through the Old Deer Park Group, on the 
Richmond Council’s draft Supplementary Planning Document for the Old Deer Park within 
Richmond Council’s Richmond Village Plan process, adopted by the Council though the new 
administration have said they will not be continuing the Village Planning approach of the 
previous administration. 
 
We commented too on Hounslow Council’s Brentford East Supplementary Planning 
Document, focusing particularly on the risks of over-development with consequent 
infrastructure strains (GP facilities, transport, air pollution etc.), the heights of buildings, their 
location and design quality. We made similar comments on buildings heights, vistas and 
design quality in Hounslow Council’s consultation on the “Great West Corridor” (the A4). 
 
We commented on the Mayor’s draft London Plan. The draft plan will be reviewed by an 
Inspector in an Examination in Public (EIP) this Autumn and should be adopted for 
publication in Autumn 2019.  
 
Nationally we also commented on the Government’s revised National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF). 
  
We encouraged members to support the bid by the North Road surgery to the Village 
Planning Fund for the costs of fixtures and fittings (tables, chairs etc.) for their new premises 
at Levitt Square (formerly Emerald Gardens). The bid was approved. We were also 
successful in our own bid to the fund to provide a new notice board in the Village which we 
expect to be in place soon. 
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We also met with the developers of the former Kew Biothane Plant, Red and Yellow, who 
plan new care facilities here, and encouraged members to respond to pre-application 
consultations by the developer. An application is expected soon.  
 
We met too with members of the action group working on ideas for a foot and cycle bridge 
between Kew and Brentford to hear more about what they have in mind and the likely 
timeline for any planning application. 
 
We met with Richard Deverell, Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew to discuss 
strategic issues, including the consultation expected early next year on their World Heritage 
Site Management Plan, air pollution and Heathrow noise pollution issues affecting the 
Gardens and the Private Member’s Bill introduced by Zac Goldsmith MP to change arcane 
restrictions on leased buildings within their Crown Estate which prevent their optimal use.  
 
Events 
 
We have again run a very full and varied programme of events, covering environmental, 
heritage and community topics, and providing opportunities to get to know other Members.  
 
Talks included: 

 How to protect yourself from fraudsters with a presentation by our local police; 

 The Greening family of Royal Gardeners, presented by Val Bott and organised jointly 
with the Local Richmond History Society;  

 The restoration of The Great Pagoda at Kew, presented by Lee Prosser and Polly 
Putnam, Curators, Historic Royal Palaces. (We subsequently sponsored one of the 
eighty dragons to support the restoration work);  

 The building and history of the Great Chertsey Road, presented by Paul Velluet, 
President, Richmond Local History Society; 

 An update on Waste and Recycling by Roger St Paul and Emma Hall from the West 
London Waste Authority; 

 The story behind Richmond’s Royal Laundry, Kew Foot Road, designed by Prince 
Albert, presented by Lucinda Ganderton; 

 An update on local Air Pollution, presented by Professor Roger Mason. 
 
Tours included : 

 three visits to Kew’s Centre for Economic Botany, by Mark Nesbitt, Senior 

Ethnobotanist and Curator at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.  The visit delved into 

Kew’s history and current scientific research through the unique collections of rubber, 

lacebark, Chinese medicines and useful plants; 

 Guided tours of Kew Palace and The Royal Kitchens, Chiswick House and Gardens, 
and the London Wetland Centre in Barnes; 

 A guided tour of The Houses of Parliament, followed by a meeting with our local MP. 
 
We organised a showing at The National Archives of the film ‘Richmond Park – A National 
Nature Reserve’ narrated by Sir David Attenborough, followed by a Q&A session with Mark 
Lankester and Ron Crompton from The Friends of Richmond Park. 
 
We also ran a well-attended local election Hustings at Kew Community Trust/Avenue Halls. 
 
Thanks also go to the National Archives for inviting us to have a stall at their ‘Open House’ 
event, and we were again on show at Kew’s annual Summer Fete, meeting current members 
and chatting to prospective new members about the work and aims of The Kew Society. 
 
New Members were invited to meet the Committee at a reception hosted by our Chair. This 
has proved a good way of getting to know people and make new members feel welcome at 
all our events.  
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As a fun way to end the year, we hosted a Summer Party at Priory Road Tennis Club. 
 
Environment 
 
We continue our membership of the Old Deer Park Group, chaired by Peter Willan, working 
with Richmond Council to ensure it remains a protected community facility with its many 
sporting and voluntary activities and to implement improvements to the park through 
identified projects. 
 
We also continued our work with the Richmond Heathrow Campaign, chaired by Peter 
Willan, to oppose Heathrow expansion, arguing for a better not a bigger Heathrow. It was 
disappointing that Parliament approved the principle of expansion, enabling Heathrow to 
make a planning application, though with many hurdles to come. (Details of our work on this 
are on our website, including the meeting with the Aviation Minister, Baroness Sugg, where 
we set out our environmental red lines, with or without a third runway ). 
 
We responded to a number of consultations on air quality, including Air Quality plans for 
Richmond Council and for Hounslow Council, the London Mayor’s consultations on the future 
of London transportation, proposals on the Ultra Low Emission Zone and the Low Emission 
Zone, the London Environment strategy and on the new London Plan. Our responses are on 
our website. We also took part in anti-idling campaigns, encouraging drivers to turn off their 
engines whilst waiting at the rail crossing on Manor Road. 
 
With the Kew Residents Association we completed a study of how coaches parked along 
Kew Road might be parked elsewhere to ease traffic and address safety issues and to free 
up the north bound cycle route. We had a meeting with Richard Deverell, Director of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, and Richmond Council to consider the options. These are still being 
considered. 
 
We also continued our involvement with the Thames Landscape Strategy and the West 
London River Group. 
 
We opposed a request for the sale of Christmas trees on Kew Green because of concerns 
over traffic and parking as well as the effect on local businesses which already sell Christmas 
trees. The request was refused by Richmond Council. Our general approach to the use of 
Kew Green for events is to support those which are locally organised and for the benefit of 
the community.  
 
We continued to try to get Network Rail to clean up new graffiti on the side of the buildings in 
North Avenue, visible from North Road, and on the railway bridge over the Mortlake Road, as 
well as improving security to deter access to the tracks. 
 
We submitted an entry to Richmond in Bloom for Best Village in Bloom for the second year in 
a row and this time widened our entry to include (in addition to our Kew station planting, the 
planter /bench outside the Kew Greenhouse café and the High Park Corner garden), 
Neighbourhood Café Yukari, the “Pocket Park” at The National Archives and the Kew Cricket 
Club on Kew Green. Judging was in July and we were delighted to receive a silver gilt award 
at the awards ceremony in September.  
 
 
Marketing, press and PR 
 
We continue to raise awareness of the Kew Society through our website and through social 
media including Facebook and Twitter and now also on Instagram. Our main visible 
presence in the community is at the annual Kew Fete and, this year, at The National 
Archives Open House. We also now have plaques at Kew Gardens station showing our 
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responsibility for the planting and also in the Bench/Planter opposite the Kew Greenhouse 
Café.  
 
Background technical support for our website continued to be provided by Paul Firby at The 
Design Forum.net.  
 
We continue to publish our Newsletter, edited by Claire Bethel. We also email our members 
with news from time to time with help from Nick Hutchings and Sue May.  
 
Our efforts in publicising what we do, not least through our events, has meant we have 
welcomed 61 new members this year.  
 
Governance 
 
We completed the process of change to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(CIO) and closed the previous Unincorporated Association in accordance with the resolution 
passed at an Extraordinary General Meeting in March 2017.  
 
We reviewed our insurance policy and now have cover for all our members, with no age 
restrictions as were contained in our previous policy. 
 
We reviewed our data protection and privacy procedures and have adopted a data protection 
statement, available on our website, in accordance with new Charity regulations introduced 
in April. 
 
Summary 
 
The Chair and Executive Committee believe that they have met the criteria inherited and 
listed in the Objects of the Society and that the above is evidence of Developments, Activities 
and Achievements.   
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The Financial Position  
 
Subscriptions received from members, donations, Gift Aid, and surpluses on events 
constitute the bulk of the Society’s income. 
    
The statement of financial activities shows a surplus for the year of £1,918 on the General 
Fund increasing its accumulated surplus to £28,635.        
 
Reserves Policy 
 
The policy of the Society is to maintain, subject to available funds, an amount as part of 
general reserves to provide for items such as legal fees and other costs incurred in carrying 
out two of its purposes:  “To promote high standards of planning and architecture in or 
affecting the area of benefit” and “To secure the preservation, protection, development, 
improvement and enhancement of features of beauty or historic or public interest in or 
affecting the area of benefit”.   The Trustees have decided to set this amount at £15,000.  
 
 
Approved by the Executive Committee and signed on its behalf by:  
 
 
 
Caroline Brock  Mike Adams    Dated:    October 2018 
Chair     Honorary Treasurer 
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The Kew Society  
 

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of The Kew Society  

 

I report on the accounts for the year ended July 31, 2018.  

 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner  

 

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s 

trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Charities 

Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed. It is my 

responsibility to:  

 

 examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,  

 follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission 

(under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and  

 state whether particular matters have come to my attention.  

 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement  
 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity 

Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity 

and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration 

of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the 

trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the 

evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to 

whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those matters 

set out in the statement below.  

 

Independent examiner's statement  
 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention  

 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements: 

 to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; and  

 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the 

accounting requirements of the Charities Act have not been met; or 

 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts to be reached.  

 

 

Geoffrey Turner AFA, MIAB, MCMI.  

23 Pine Gardens Dated October 2017  

Surbiton KT5 8L      Dated: October 2018
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Statement of financial activities for the year to July 31, 2018 

     (Note 2) 

   TOTAL  TOTAL 

 Note  2018  2017 

   £  £ 

      

Incoming Resources 3     

      

Subscriptions   5,357  4,974 

Donations   763  814 

Interest Receivable   69  80 

Surplus on Self-funded Events   687  3,108 

Gift Aid   1,355  1,463 

   8,231  10,439 

      

Expenditure 4     

      

Planning and Appeals    198  27 

Unfunded Events /Society Events   670  1,121 

Printing and Stationery   2,340  1,634 

Postage   769  432 

Donations and Subscriptions 7  590  3,222 

Insurance   249  265 

Website   391  0 

Sundry Expenses   1,106  749 

   6,313  7,450 

      

Surplus for the Year 6  1,918  2,989 

      

      

General Fund brought forward at 1 August   30,717  27,728 

      

Transfer to special reserves during the period 10  -26,000  0 

      

      

General Fund carried forward at 31 July 5  6,635  30,717 

      

Special Reserves carried forward at 31 July 10  22,000  0 

      

Fund Balances carried forward at July 31   28,635  30,717 
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Balance Sheet as at July 31, 2018 

     (Note 2) 

   TOTAL  TOTAL 

 Note  2018  2017 

   £  £ 

      

Current Assets      

Cash at bank   27,171  29,485 

Debtors and Prepayments 8  2,090  2,053 

   29,261  31,538 

      

Creditors due within one year 9  468  667 

      

Net current assets   28,793  30,871 

      

Creditors due after more than one year  9  158  154 

      

Provisions for liabilities and charges    0  0 

      

Net Assets   28,635  30,717 

      

      

Represented by:      

General Fund and specific reserves   28,635  30,717 

      

      

      

Approved by the Trustees on 

4 September 2018 

And signed on their behalf by 

     

      

      

      

Caroline Brock Michael Adams      
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Notes to the Accounts 

 

1. Accounting Policies 

 

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the Charity Commission’s 

Statement of Recommended Practice (“SORP”) covering Accounting and Reporting 

by Charities (revised 2005), and with applicable accounting policies under the 

historical cost convention.   

 

2. Comparative Figures 

This being the first year of the Kew Society as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, 

the comparative figures provided are for the Kew Society as an Unincorporated 

Association. 

 

3. Income 

Donations are accounted for on receipt.  Subscription income is accounted for on an 

accruals basis.  Interest for bank accounts and the CIOF Charities deposit account are 

disclosed on receipt. 

 

Gift Aid claims are recognised for the period to which they relate. 

 

4. Expenditure 

Expenditure is accounted for on the accruals basis. 

 

 

5. Fund Accounting 

 The General Fund is an unrestricted fund for use at the Society’s discretion. 

 

 

6. Surplus/Deficit for the year. 

 

This is stated after charging for the Independent Examiner’s remuneration of £150. 

 

 

7. Grants, donations and subscriptions paid  

 

    (Note 2) 

  TOTAL  TOTAL 

  2018  2017 

  £  £ 

Civic Voice and London Forum (Subscriptions)  545  545 

HACAN (subscription)  45  45 

St Anne’s Church    65 

Museum of Richmond    2,057 

West London River Group    20 

Thames Landscape Strategy    200 

Historic Royal Palaces    140 

Panorama of the Thames    150 

     

  590  3,222 
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Notes to the Accounts 

 

8. Debtors and prepayments 

 

    (Note 2) 

  TOTAL  TOTAL 

  2018  2017 

  £  £ 

     

Sundry debtors                                                 – Gift 

Aid 

 1,342  1,463 

                                                                - other  0  15 

Prepayments  748  575 

     

  2,090  2,053 

     

 

 

 

9. Creditors and Accruals 

 

    (Note 2) 

  TOTAL  TOTAL 

  2018  2017 

  £  £ 

     

Subscriptions paid in advance: Due within 12 months  318  522 

     

Other creditors  150  145 

     

Accrued expenses    0 

  468  667 

     

Subscriptions paid in advance: Due after more than 

12 months 

  

158 

  

154 

     

  626  821 
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Notes to the Accounts 

 

10. Reserves 

 

    (Note 2) 

  TOTAL  TOTAL 

  2018  2017 

  £  £ 

     

General Fund – opening balance  30,717  27,728 

     

Transferred to specific reserves:     

 Contingency  (15,000)   

 Planting  (1,000)   

 Kew Notice Board  (2,000)   

 Plaque for Kew Bridge  (4,000)   

 Pagoda Dragon  (3,000)   

 Old Deer Park  (1,000)   

     

Surplus for the year  1,918  2,989 

     

General Fund – closing balance  6,635  30,717 

     

     

Specific Reserves – opening balance  nil  nil 

     

Created during the period  26,000  nil 

     

Utilised:     

                          Planting of station and Kew Road  (1,000)  nil 

                          Sponsorship of Pagoda Dragon in 

RBGK  

 (3,000)  nil 

     

Specific Reserves – closing balance  22,000  nil 

Being:     

 Contingency  15,000   

 Kew Notice Board  2,000   

 Plaque for Kew Bridge  4,000   

 Old Deer Park  1,000   

  22,000  nil 

     

     

Total reserves:     

General Fund  6,635  30,717 

Specific Reserves  22,000  nil 

  28,635  30,717 

     

 

 

 

 


