
Kew Village: Best Village in Bloom entry 2018 

Context 
The Kew Society is proud to have won the Schooling Cup for Best Village in Bloom and a 

Silver Gilt award in 2017 for its work in transforming the badly neglected Kew Gardens 

Station platform beds, as well as improving the small community garden on the corner of 

High Park Road and North Road, referred to locally as High Park Corner, and the then new 

bench/planter in front of the Kew Greenhouse café with its lovely hanging baskets much 

admired by the many visitors en route from the station to the UNESCO World Heritage site 

of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 

We are submitting this entry for the 2018 Best Village in Bloom, showing how these areas 

have been further improved and extending our entry to include more businesses around the 

station and a wider area in Kew Village to encompass the National Archives and Kew Green.  

 

Kew Village is fortunate in having not only the World Heritage Site of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Kew and adjacent Kew Green (Green Flag award status 2017) with their historic 

legacies from the 18th century and later, including Kew Pond and the Kew Cricket Club, but 

also The National Archives, established in Kew in 1977, whose grounds provide recreation 

areas for local residents, staff, nearby office workers and visitors and encourage biodiversity 

as well as providing for flood water management. Between them the internationally 

renowned venues of the Royal Botanic Gardens and the National Archives attract almost 2 

million visitors a year and have a large number of Friends from the local community and 

beyond. 

Other well loved and used local green spaces include the North Sheen Recreational Ground, 

Westerly Ware (Green Flag award status 2017), and Pensford Field Environmental Trust 



(London in Bloom Gold Award 2017).  North Sheen and Mortlake cemeteries, the Thames 

towpath as well as the railway line corridor also add to the green infrastructure and provide 

further havens for wildlife. Residential estates built in recent years near the river towpath 

have extensive well-tended grounds open to the public, including Kew Riverside and Kew 

Riverside Park as well as the newly opened Levett Square. The former Kew Biothane Plant, 

which includes currently inaccessible Metropolitan Open Land, is due to be redeveloped and 

we look forward to it being opened up as accessible green space.  

Other green spaces and areas in bloom include:  

 community buildings and communal areas, including the community garden next to 

St Luke’s House and the central enclosed garden of Lawn Crescent both off 

Sandycombe Road; the grounds of the Kew Community Trust at St Luke’s in the 

Avenue; school grounds including the newly laid out Queen’s Church of England 

School on Cumberland Road; the grounds and graveyards of the local Churches (the 

Barn Church (St Philip & All Saints) on Atwood Avenue, St Anne’s on Kew Green, St 

Luke’s in the Avenue and St Winifrede’s on Leyborne Park). 

 the local hotel and pub/restaurant frontages (the Tap on the Line at the station, the 

nearby Kew Gardens Hotel on Sandycombe Road and the 4 pubs/restaurants around 

Kew Green: The Coach and Horses, the Botanist, the Cricketers and the Greyhound) 

 shop and business frontages on both sides of Kew Gardens Station, along 

Sandycombe Road and near Kew Green;  

 commercial centres including the areas near Kew Gardens station and the Kew 

Retail Park nearer the river 

 environmental gardens and projects including Pensford Field Environmental Trust, 

Kew Pond, the Royal Botanic Gardens and the National Archives. 

Our entry 
During the year, our Kew Society volunteers have continued to maintain and improve the 

areas we entered into the 2017 competition (the bench/planter on Station Parade, the station 

platform beds and the High Park Corner garden) and we have further improved the route for 

visitors arriving at the Victoria Gate entrance to the Royal Botanic Gardens by planting 4,600 

bulbs along Kew Road, opposite the entrance. The bulb selection was recommended by the 

Royal Botanic Gardens to tie in with their own bulb planting within the Gardens. We paid for 

the bulbs purchased on our behalf by Continental Landscapes, Richmond Council 

contractors, who also worked with our volunteers with the planting. Photographs of the area 

before and during planting and when in bloom this Spring as well as a description of the 

work are on our website here: http://kewsociety.org/environment-archive/bulb-planting-on-

kew-road/ 

This year we are widening our entry, beyond Kew Gardens station, to include some prime 

examples of locations open for several of the merit award categories, focussing on an area 

that can be walked by the judges in the hour and a half available. The route will comprise: 

Kew Gardens station area (site 1 on the map below) includes: 

 The bench/planter next to The Kew Greenhouse café, 1 Station Approach; 

 The Kew Gardener shop frontage, 18 Station Parade; 

 The beds on Kew Gardens Station platforms; 

http://kewsociety.org/environment-archive/bulb-planting-on-kew-road/
http://kewsociety.org/environment-archive/bulb-planting-on-kew-road/


 The High Park Corner community garden at the corner of North Road and 

High Park Road; and  

 Neighbourhood Café Yukari on Kew Plaza, 110 North Road. 

The Pocket Park at the National Archives (site 2 on the map below), and 

The Kew Green area (site 3 on the map below), particularly: 

 Kew Cricket Club; and 

 Kew Pond. 

 

 

 

Kew Gardens station area 
The Kew Society has continued to maintain the bench/planter opposite the Kew Greenhouse 

café at 1 Station Parade and we have added some more colour.   

The Kew Gardener at our suggestion has entered the Category 7 Merit Awards and is part of 

our Best Village in Bloom entry. The business also owns the Card Shop on Kew Plaza and 

has kindly agreed to let us access their water supply for our planting at the station 



The Kew Society has continued to maintain the beds at Kew Gardens Station and the 

planters on the exit from the station onto Kew Plaza. This represents an example of 

continued community engagement, including with the Royal Botanic Gardens designers, 

Kew Society volunteers, station staff, and Energy Garden which offers an accredited garden 

training programme for young people – see details of the scheme on our website here: 

http://kewsociety.org/news/kew-gardens-station-platforms-planting/ 

Since last year we have kept the gardens in good shape and extended them with clearance 

of a further derelict area and new planting at the London end of the westbound platform and 

on the large bank on the westbound platform visible from North Road. We have agreed with 

the card shop on Kew Plaza that we can use their water supply and Energy Garden have 

installed a water butt.  We will also be installing bird boxes in the trees on the westbound 

platform this Autumn to encourage biodiversity. With the Kew Horticultural Society we will 

also be planting 500 crocus bulbs in addition to the daffodils already in situ (some daffodils 

and blue bells). 

The community garden at “High Park Corner” (the corner of North Road and High Park 

Road) which Kew Society volunteers have continued to maintain and improve with new 

planting. With the help of Richmond Council contractors, Continental Landscapes, the 

wooden raised bed supports have been replaced and the chippings to help control the 

weeds and keep a neat appearance renewed.  A Japanese maple tree has been added to 

the planting. The adjacent “Chris and Chris Motors” in North Road have given access to their 

water for the gardens (and cups of tea for the gardeners!). 

The Neighbourhood Café Yukari at the corner of North Road and West Park Road – an 

example of a very imaginative transformation of a small previously untended space in a 

prominent location on Kew Plaza. The garden was established in 2017 and has been 

designed for viewing from inside the cafe looking out, and from the outside looking in. A mix 

of grit and compost in raised troughs constructed from flexible material is used to grow 

cream-flower Viburnum Plicatum on the Plaza boundary, and blue Ceanothus interspersed 

with yellow Achillea opposite the cafe window. A moveable box inside the area provides both 

storage for outside chairs and tables, and a raised platform for container plants that allows 

plants on several levels. The theme from inside is blue/violet and white, to imply depth.  The 

bike shelter along the shared boundary wall is roofed with a variety of sedums and alpines 

on a compost selected for no additives, the ones which tolerate wet conditions sited at the 

front edge. Topped with 2 types of limestone chips, it is laid to provide a modest stone 

garden feel. 

The photographs taken before and after the garden restoration in 2017-2018 show the 

landscaping and horticultural achievement of Café Yukari’s owners. Their garden is further 

helping to add life to Kew Plaza, which has historically been a relatively sterile area.   

http://kewsociety.org/news/kew-gardens-station-platforms-planting/


 

The picture above shows the site before the restoration by Neighbourhood Café Yukari, 

while the pictures below show the transformation created by the new gardens.  

 

The owners at our suggestion have entered in Category 7 of the Merit Awards.   

 

The National Archives 

Background 

The National Archives, the official archive and publisher for the UK government and for 

England and Wales, houses one of the greatest collections of historical manuscripts, records 

and artefacts in the world. It is, quite simply, the home of our nation’s history, storing more 

than 11 million records at its headquarters in Kew. The National Archives is the custodian of 

many of the nation’s greatest treasures, including Domesday Book, the final version of 

Magna Carta, Shakespeare’s will, Guy Fawkes’ confession, copies of the American 

Declaration of Independence, the Treaty of Versailles, and the coronation oath of Elizabeth 

II. 

 
The archives relocated from Chancery Lane to its purpose-built site in Kew in 1977. The 

building and its gardens are open to all, offering a range of activities and spaces to enjoy, 

such as exhibitions and events concerning the nation’s history or supporting research by 

individuals, schools and institutions. The National Archives is visited by approximately 

75,000 people each year.  

Community 



The National Archives is an active member of the local community, hosting around 10,000 

school students each year, many of them from the local area, who use both the building as 

well as the grounds for classroom and outdoor events.  The archives also hosts events for 

local community organisations, including the Kew Society, and currently displays the 

Schooling Cup, which Kew won in 2017, in its lobby.  

There is an active Friends group, which is a voluntary organisation with a high proportion of 
local residents dedicated to supporting The National Archives with its role in preserving and 
providing access to the nation’s records. The Friends perform a valuable role in helping to 
raise funds and have been particularly active in raising funds for the development of two 
raised beds in the gardens.  

The buildings are set in park grounds that are well used by the local community and open 

from dawn to dusk, 364 days a year. The two large ponds are particularly popular for visitors, 

attracting a wide selection of waterfowl and other wildlife.  

Plans are under consideration to extend the use of the grounds and facilities for events and 

other activities, particularly those, which will further develop the relationship with the local 

community. 

Horticultural Achievement 

Although the site primarily attracts visitors to the archives, many visitors find the grounds to 

be an enjoyable part of their visit. The beautiful gardens in which The National Archives are 

set are called the ‘Pocket Park’, which is approximately 0.2 hectares. It comprises lawns 

linked by winding paths to a woodland area and herbaceous borders, which use both formal 

and informal designs. The centrepiece of the park is the water feature comprising a large 

ornamental pond and lake.  

The park hosts a variety of wildlife, including breeding Canada geese, mallards and (mute?) 

swans, as well as Egyptian geese, crested grebes, coots, moorhens, herons and gulls. The 

gardens and ponds are home to a wide variety of wildlife: foxes, small mammals (including 

bats), birds and butterflies, as well as Koi carp, frogs, dragonflies and other insects.  To 

support the biodiversity of the gardens, there are bat and bird boxes as well as recently 

introduced ‘bug hotels’, the latter being of particular interest to visiting school parties. The 

National Archives also host two beehives that are maintained by a local beekeeper.   Given 

the nature and national importance of the archives though, there is a strong desire that 

natural friends should stay in the grounds and not venture into the buildings, and 

conservators at the archives carefully monitor the presence of pests. 

In a new initiative, exhibitions and activities taking place inside the building have spilled out 

into the grounds through a number of garden planting schemes. In 2017, an area of the 

garden was allocated to create a Second World War-styled mini-allotment, reflecting the ‘Dig 

for Victory’ theme. This has been a notable success in encouraging staff and children to get 

involved in gardening, specifically in growing seasonal vegetables, and as a result has been 

continued in 2018.  

To mark this year’s suffrage centenary a number of public events are running at The 

National Archives, including the Suffragettes vs the State exhibition in the Keeper’s Gallery. 



In support of this, the Grounds Management Team have created a garden, which uses 

flowers and foliage to recreate the symbol of the Suffrage Movement (see illustration below) 

Purple for Loyalty and 
Dignity 
 
Purple Verbena 
Purple Petunias 
Pansies and Violas 
 

White for Purity  
 
 
White Petunias 
White Geraniums and 
trailing Verbena 
 

Green for Hope 
 
Green Nicotiana 
Varigated Ivy 
 

 

It does seem that the swans particularly like the pansies so the team are considering some 

revisions to the planting plan! 

Given the success of these themed gardens, they will be extended to include other 

scheduled events and activities in 2018 and 2019.  

Other initiatives include the introduction of green bicycle stands. As the number of staff using 

bicycles to come to work has increased, rather than extending the existing functional metal 

hoops to secure bicycles, the team are experimenting with planters, which serve both the 

function of providing a secure point for locking bicycles, and also have visual interest with 

the lavender and other plants that is grown in them.    

Environmental Responsibility 

In addition to the biodiversity developments noted above for the grounds, the lake and 

ornamental pond in the grounds have an important environmental function as part of the 

flood defence for the local area. The lake provides land drainage for The National Archives’ 

site as well as the surrounding area. Water drains from this area into the lake, which is 

connected to the ornamental pond via a weir, providing a balancing pond arrangement. The 

lower pond is connected to the Thames to provide egress for excess water. 

Site Strategic Plan 

The Grounds Management Team, led by Mark Newman with Elizabeth Cameron-Taber, is 

developing a site strategic plan to build on current achievements; this includes further 

increasing biodiversity with the introduction of a wildflower meadow and nature trail and an 

outdoor classroom which will support the educational use of the gardens, particularly by 

school groups. In addition, a new planting scheme is being considered for a large bed to 

support native pollinator species, and initial thoughts for a contemplation garden are under 

review, which it is felt may be of particular interest to the residents in the roads adjoining the 

site. 

Other more substantial investments, which are subject to funding approval, include the 

relaying of the current Pocket Park path, as well as some of the replanting for the woodland 

area beds.   

The Kew Green Area 



Kew’s character as a village is enhanced by its picturesque and historic Green. Recognising 

this, our Village in Bloom entry this year includes sites which reflect the diversity of this 

Conservation Area contributing to its charm.  

1. Kew Cricket Club 

Cricket has a long heritage in Kew. The earliest documented cricket match was in July 1732 

and was attended by Frederick, Prince of Wales. The Kew Cricket Club (KCC) was created 

by a merger of the Kew Oxford Cricket Club and Kew Cambridge Cricket Club in 1882, and 

cricket has been a summer feature for Kew residents ever since.  

The Club prides itself on its ability to combine a serious attitude to the game, whilst 

preserving the friendliness of a community based, family oriented club. It has five adult 

teams and has been successfully growing its Colts programme for 6-17 year olds, which now 

has over 150 members. The cricket pitch is also used during the week by one of the local 

junior schools for sports events. Given its attractive location, the Club House is a popular 

venue for community events including those for the Royal Botanical Gardens staff, School 

end of year and Christmas parties as well as social events such as Wedding receptions and 

christening parties.     

KCC is responsible for the maintenance of the pavilion and the area within the white picket 

fence, the cricket square and the nets.  The hanging flower baskets on the clubhouse add a 

colourful and typically village feel to the club and are maintained by club volunteers. 

Continental Landscapes for Richmond Council is responsible for maintenance of the 

remainder of the Green, including the road verges, which have a very striking display of 

daffodils in Spring.  KCC, Richmond Borough and Continental Landscapes staff work closely 

together, and this successful cooperation has been a key factor in their collective 

achievement of Green Flag status for Kew Green.  

KCC has also entered Category 5 of the Merit Awards.  

2.  Kew Pond 

Kew Pond’s heritage stretches back to a grant from King Aethelred in 996AD to allow fish 

farming, which continued until the 17th century when it became a village pond.  From 1887 

until 1978, there were periodic attempts to fill the pond in given concerns that it had become 

a health hazard and rubbish tip. In 1978 Kew Society worked with Richmond Council to 

establish a group of Volunteers from the local community, who later became the Friends of 

Kew Pond, who would take responsibility for maintaining the pond.  Their successful 

management continues to the present day, and has ensured that the pond has become an 

attractive part of Kew’s village character. 

The management of the pond by the Friends follows a strict regime, linked to a Service Level 

Agreement with Richmond Council. The pond is filled once a month by volunteers according 

to a filling schedule, which is produced every three months after consulting tide tables.  The 

pond can only be filled when the high tide is 6.6 metres but no higher than 7 metres at 

London Bridge.  On these occasions a team of three volunteers go down to the riverbed and 

open a flap in the bank of the river at low tide.  Five hours later when the tide is approaching 

high tide, two valves at pond level are opened to allow water to flow into the pond.  This 

normally takes about 40 minutes.  When the pond is full, the valves are closed.  The 



following day, at low tide, the flap is closed.  The Friends keep in touch with the PLA (Port of 

London Authority) who inform them of any abnormal events which might lead to the closing 

of the Thames Barrier, which could in turn impact the pond’s water ingress and egress from 

the Thames. 

In addition, volunteers maintain the pond’s health through the organisation of two clean up 

days a year: one in the early spring before the waterfowl start nesting, and the second in the 

autumn. Between 15 and 20 volunteers from the local community turn out on a Saturday 

morning to cut back the reeds, clear away rubbish and fallen leaves and generally tidy up the 

pond surrounds and the reed beds.  In addition, they add about 1/2 a tonne of siltex (refined 

chalk) to the water on each occasion.  This helps to prevent the growth of algae by balancing 

the ph factor of the water. The algae, which grows on acidic water, has become an 

increasing problem in recent years. 

The plants in the pond include: Great Willowherb (epilobrum hirstutum); Purple loosestrive 

(lythrum salicoma); Goat Willow (salix caprea); Common bullrush (Scarpus lacustritis); Reed 

mace (typha latifolia); Yellow flagiris (iris pseudocorus); Common reed (phragmites 

caerula);Gipsy Wort (lycopus Europaeus); Watermint. 

The birds/water fowl who are frequent visitors, or are nesting on the pond include: 

Kingfisher, Pied Wagtail, Tufted Duck, Pochard, Mallard, Heron, Moorhen, Swan, Coot, 

Canada Goose, Egyptian Goose, Mandarin duck (occasional visitors), and Gulls.  

Other common wildlife include the Pipisytrelle Bat and Common blue damselfly. 

Pubs 

The Coach and Horses, the Botanist, The Greyhound and The Cricketers are popular pubs, 

which provide a lively character to the Green, especially at weekends. The pubs also pride 

themselves on their colourful container planting schemes, which add vibrant colour 

especially to the southern corner of the Green, which helps counterbalance the impact of the 

traffic flow.  

Houses 

Private houses fronting the Green generally maintain beautiful front gardens the styles are 

eclectic contrasting profusions of flowers in a cottage garden style to more formal terraces 

and borders.   These serve to further enhance the natural beauty of Kew Green’s 

environment.  

  

 

 

 

 


