THE HISTORY OF KEW POND

References to a fishery or pond at Kew date back over a thousand years to 996 when a grant was made by the Saxon King Ethelred to the Church of St Peter and St Paul in Winchester.  Mention was again made of a "fishery" in the accounts of the Priory of St Swithin's at Winchester in 1327. From the 1350s onwards the fishery was leased to Merton Priory.  The last mention of the fishery in the accounts was made in 1533 when it was unlet and it does not appear in the survey of the Priory's accounts made in 1536 following the Dissolution of the Monasteries by King Henry VIII. 

The Pond was fed from a creek running from the River Thames and it is thought that King Henry VIII's barge was moored there when the King moved from York Palace to Richmond Palace and subsequently to Hampton Court.
The Pond is shown very clearly in the 1771 Manor Survey of Richmond where it is referred to as a pond.  In 1824 a herdsman was appointed, one of his duties being to drive the cattle to water at the Pond on Kew Green.  In the same year, the creek was partly built over when the King's School was built to the North of the Pond.  In 1887, The Commissioner of HM Works proposed to fill in the pond as it was considered a health hazard but local residents appealed against the idea. The pond at that time, as is the case now, could only be filled once a month on a particularly high tide.  In the early 1900s, a concrete ramp was built and the walls were concreted.  The bottom was concreted over in 1934/35. Following flooding in 1965, the remainder of the creek was concreted over and a network of drains constructed to link the pond with the river through a heavy iron flap which can only be accessed at low tide.

Richmond Council experienced difficulties in keeping the pond filled and by 1978 there was a serious threat that it would be filled in and turned into a coach park.  At that point, the Kew Society together with local residents put forward plans to restore the pond to a natural state.  The plans foundered due to administrative delays but talks between the local residents and the Council continued and in August 1982 an agreement was reached that local volunteers would be allowed to fill the pond.  This arrangement has continued until the present day.  The Friends of Kew Pond, which started as an informal group, has now developed into a formally constituted body.  
Volunteers are still needed to fill Kew Pond once a month at low tide when the high tide is between 6.6 and 7 metres. On 29th October 2011, the Friends held their first "Clean Up Day" in which approximately twenty volunteers took part; removing rubbish and leaves, cutting back the phragmites reeds and clearing the island. They are planning to hold two "Clean Up" days every year; in the early spring before the birds start nesting and in the late autumn. 

We welcome help from local residents to enable us to maintain the Pond in a condition in which it can be enjoyed by all, from the very young to the very old.  If you are interested in becoming a Volunteer or joining the Friends of Kew Pond, please contact Diana Dunrossil, Volunteer and Membership Secretary, Telephone 2020 8940 0015 or email diana.dunrossil@gmail.com.
The Friends of Kew Pond
