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The Kew Society

The Chairman’s Report

This year we have had national and local elections resulting in a change in government, our local MP and all three Kew Ward Councillors. I would like to thank our outgoing MP Susan Kramer, Council Leader and local Councillor Serge Lourie and local Councillors George Beevor and Shas Sheehan for all their support.  I am already working with Zac Golsdsmith MP, Leader of the Council Nick True and local Councillors Meena Bond, J-F Burford and David Linnette on a number of topics.  The poor economic situation continues to bite and I am delighted to see the Kew independent shops are holding up so well.  I urge members to continue to support our Kew shops as much as possible.

Our calendar of events has been a good mix of education and entertainment. Last September, we unveiled a plaque in memory of the soldiers who served at Kew Barracks during WWII.  The event was organised in cooperation with The National Archives and the Richmond Local History Society.  It was a truly moving occasion, attended by the families of an American soldier and an Italian prisoner of war, as well as many local residents who remembered them being there.  David Blomfield and Chris May gave an excellent talk.  A special thanks to Donna McDonald who worked for two years to bring it all together.  Our Twelfth Night party was as popular as ever, with members traipsing through the snow to enjoy drinks and good company at St Anne’s Church Hall.  A tour of Chiswick House proved fascinating.  John Moses kindly offered to take us round this extraordinary property, built with little practical purpose (it didn’t have a kitchen) but plenty of style. Our Hustings for Kew Ward prospective Councillors gave residents the opportunity to ask some challenging questions.  We were delighted to support the first Kew Music Festival, a week of music from Georgian to Jazz in beautiful settings all around Kew.  A river trip to celebrate the renovation of Kew Pier was a great success, with over 130 in attendance.  

On the planning side, some major developments continue. The development just over Kew Bridge has now been approved; the relocation and redevelopment of Brentford Football Stadium, including large residential tower blocks, is currently on hold and the development of the Inland Revenue site in Ruskin Avenue is going through appeal.  Needless to say, we are making our views known and working with other community groups on these.  The Government announcement that back gardens will no longer be considered as ‘brown field’ sites is very welcome.  This allows local councils to take a more active stance against such developments and we very much hope Richmond Council will do that in Kew.

Heathrow third runway seems to be dead, which is excellent news.  However, this will increase pressure on the existing runways.  As part of the Richmond Heathrow Campaign, we will continue the fight to keep runway alternation and night flight restrictions. 

Regarding finances, we have accumulated a surplus from events, from which we have donated a total of £3,000 to three local charitable causes; The Kew Neighbourhood Association, The Three Wings Trust and the Silver Birches care home.  We continue to preserve membership subscriptions for planning and environmental work and our reserves increased during the year. Many thanks to all our members for your continued support.  We rely heavily on the time given up by our volunteers, Trustees and Patrons.  I would like to offer them a special vote of thanks, as they turn good ideas into reality for all of us in Kew.

Michael Glazebrook

The Kew Society
Trustees’ Report for the year ended July 31, 2010

Constitution & Rules for Election

The current governing document of The Kew Society is its Constitution, as adopted by the members at the 2007 Annual General Meeting.

The Society is constituted as an unincorporated association.

The Society’s Executive Committee, comprising all trustees, meets eleven times a year.  None of the trustees, nor any persons connected with them, has received any remuneration during the year.  The Officers of the Society, consisting of the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Secretary are elected annually while other trustees hold office for a period of three years.   Trustees can be re-elected for a further term, subject to a maximum of six years and can then only be re-elected after standing down from the Executive Committee for one year.

The Objects and Work of the Society   

The Kew Society is established for the public benefit and its objects have always been to promote high standards of planning and architecture in Kew, to educate the public about the locality, to preserve and enhance the village and to extend and preserve public amenities in the domain. An amendment to the Constitution in 2007 allows the trustees to use Society funds for other such local charitable purposes as the trustees shall decide.

When planning our activities for the year the trustees have considered the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit. In particular we aim to meet our objectives by: 

• examining all planning applications that are submitted for the Kew area, as       

   well as other applications and government proposals that could affect Kew
• organising events for members that give information about the surrounding                 

   areas      

•  liaising on behalf of members with local councillors, the local planning

   authority and other local and national voluntary organisations

•  providing a community network to facilitate information gathering and                                             

   promoting understanding

•  enabling newcomers to Kew to meet other residents to become part of the      

   village life.        

            •  periodically holding events which help to publicise the Society’s  presence    

   in the community or which provide information thought to be of interest to

   its members.

The Kew Society

Trustees Report for the year ended July 31, 2010 (continued)

Developments, Activities and Achievements

Starting with the second half of our year, as the Election led to many changes, Labour was overtaken in Britain and Richmond Park became once again a Conservative seat.  We said farewell to Sue Kramer MP and to Serge Lourie, leader of the Council, both of whom had worked extremely hard on our behalf.   We are looking forward to working with our newly elected MP, Zac Goldsmith, leader of the Council, Nick True and our three Kew Ward Councillors Meena Bond, J-F Burford and David Linnette.   
Our Planning team have been busy.  A close eye is being kept on the plan to rebuild and enlarge the Brentford Football Stadium – currently on hold. We are liaising with other Societies such as the Strand on the Green Association, who will suffer badly if the scheme does go ahead.  The Ruskin Avenue developers are finding life more difficult than expected.
We have a new Committee architect member, Ben Knight, who is excellent at seeing problems and suggesting the remedy.  He has other skills too, in particular organising bar facilities for our various events – and he was responsible for an interesting evening when The Kew Society made it possible for our Hustings the week before the Election in May.  The purpose was to offer Kew residents the chance to question all the Kew Ward Councillor candidates.

The trustees are committed to encouraging as many people as possible to join the Kew Society. We realise that our aims will be more easily achieved if we have strong community support behind us and so we take every opportunity to let people know of our existence.  So this year we were delighted to be involved with two exciting and new projects, both a great success – The Kew Music Festival and The Kew Fête. At the latter, one end of the Kew Society stall became a school for Tiddly Winks (and made money!).The Kew Society sponsored the bar and eats for the final concert of the Kew Music Festival at St Anne’s Church on Kew Green and wonderful music, including jazz, made a grand finale. A very happy ending to these new events, already requested for next year’s calendar!

Kew Village has an annual ‘Sparkles’ Christmas evening organised by the Kew Traders Association and the Kew Society always participates. Our tradition is to have a candy floss stall and it only closes when we sell out. A new annual event is Ulrike Bulle’s fascinating photo quiz - she spends time searching for interesting and memorable architecture and items  - for several days after Sparkles our talented residents are cycling through the Village searching for a special door knocker perhaps, or an unusual chimney stack .   Someone always completes the challenge!

The trustees also organize a series of events which aim to increase awareness of our area, sometimes raising funds in the process, and to provide a social focus for our membership, thus contributing to the strong sense of community in Kew. 

The Kew Society

Trustees Report for the year ended July 31, 2010 (continued)
Meetings took place with the National Archives and the Richmond Local History Society for some months organising a splendid day in September 2009 celebrating the important part the Archives site played in World War II, as this was where American soldiers created the maps for the Normandy landings. Towards the end of WWII the barracks were home to Italian and German prisoners – the local girls had a great time with all these visitors while the men knew where all the bombs and doodlebugs landed.  We learned about some of this when the Kew Library held appropriate evenings and had a comprehensive photographic display when Kew residents talked about these special years. Kew’s wonderful historians, David Blomfield and Christopher May, gave an absorbing illustrated description of those days.  The occasion started with the unveiling of a plaque by the son of an American and the daughter of an Italian who were stationed there, to respect the wartime role of the Ruskin Avenue site, followed by the talk and then a Reception. We appreciated the contributions given by the Archives’ staff.

The 2009 AGM was held in The Jodrell Lecture Theatre, when the talented Laura Ponsonby described the life of Marianne North and copies of her elegant book sold very quickly.   This was the third time we had held our AGM there and there was a feeling that we should try a change to a new venue for 2010 – The Musical Museum is our choice, a contrast with RBG.

We started 2010 with our second very popular Twelfth Night party held at St Anne’s Church 
Hall - deep snow on Kew Green doing nothing to stop the determination of our Members to attend.  Catering was by the ladies of the committee and the Chairman’s wife. Waiters and waitresses (teenagers from committee families) worked brilliantly, ensuring glasses were never empty and no guests were hungry.   As last year, on arrival new members said they did not know anyone there but before long they had made new friends – and appreciated this facet of the Society.

A big thank you to John Moses, who kindly organised and led a fascinating tour round Chiswick House, a magnificent neo-Palladian villa built by the third Earl of Burlington. 
As was hoped in the previous year the renovation of Kew Gardens Pier, to the east of Kew Bridge, is now a completed project and The Kew Society together with Westerly Ware Association organised celebrations - a Boat Trip leaving Kew Pier and travelling as far as Tower Bridge and back, in September 2010.   Over 130 passengers boarded for a lovely autumn evening.  

The Chairman and Executive Committee believe that they have met the criteria inherited and listed in “The Objects and Work of the Society” and that the above is evidence of “Developments, Activities and Achievements”.

The Kew Society           







Trustees Report for the year ended July 31, 2010 (continued)

The Financial Position

Subscriptions received from members, donations, Gift Aid tax credits and interest

receivable constitute the bulk of the Society’s income.

The statement of financial activities shows a surplus for the year of £597 on the General Fund increasing its accumulated surplus to £25,310.

The Kew Pond Fund is a restricted fund held on behalf of the Kew Society Pond Group to finance maintenance of Kew Pond.   There has been movement on the Fund this year and the accumulated balance, with interest of £6, is now £1,936.

Reserves Policy

The policy of the Society is to maintain, subject to available funds, an amount of approximately £10,000 as part of general reserves to provide for items such as legal fees and other costs incurred in carrying out two of its purposes:  “To promote high standards of planning and architecture in or affecting  the area of benefit” and “To secure the preservation protection development improvement and enhancement of features of beauty or historic or public interest in or affecting the area of benefit” as set out in its Constitution Article 1, Section 2, paragraphs (i) and (ii).

Approved by the Executive Committee and signed on its behalf by:

Michael Glazebrook

Juliet Thompson

    Dated: 5th October 2010

Chairman                                Honorary Treasurer   
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Independent Examiner’s Report to the trustees of The Kew Society

I report on the accounts for the year ended July 31, 2010.
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

As the charity’s trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that the audit requirement of Section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners under section 43(7)(b) of the Act, whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with these records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.

The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner’s statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

(a) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the following requirements have not been met:

· kept accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and

· prepared accounts which accord with the accounting records; and

· complied with the accounting requirements of the Act;

or;

(b) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Geoffrey Turner AFA, MIAB, MCMI.
23 Pine Gardens

Dated  7th October 2010
Surbiton KT5 8L
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	Statement of Financial Activities for the year to July 31, 2010

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                                                    Note
	General
Fund
£
	
	Kew Pond Fund
£
	
	TOTAL
2010
£
	
	TOTAL
2009
£

	
	Un-restricted
	
	Restricted
	
	
	
	

	Incoming Resources
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	4,508


	
	0 
	
	4,508
	
	3,513

	Donations
	702
	
	200
	
	902
	
	813

	Interest receivable
	81
	
	6
	
	87
	
	618

	Surplus on events
	901 
	
	           0
	
	901
	
	1,695

	Gift Aid
	861
	
	0 
	
	861
	
	648

	
	7,053
	
	206
	
	7,259
	
	7,287

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resources Expended
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Planning and appeals
	0
	
	0 
	
	0
	
	0 

	Society Activities
	610
	
	0
	
	610
	
	445

	Printing and stationery
	706
	
	0 
	
	706
	
	848

	Telephone and postage
	481
	
	0 
	
	481
	
	590

	Donations and subscriptions                            8
	3,810
	
	0 
	
	3,810
	
	960

	Insurance
	438
	
	0 
	
	438
	
	429

	Deficit on events
	0
	
	0 
	
	0
	
	0

	Sundry expenses
	411
	
	0
	
	411
	
	650

	
	6,456
	
	0
	
	6,456
	
	3,922

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surplus/(deficit) for the year
	597
	
	206
	
	803
	
	3,365

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fund balances brought
 forward at August 1
	24,713
	
	1,730
	
	26,443
	
	23,078

	Transfers between Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Fund balances carried
 forward at July 31
	25,310
	
	1,936
	
	27,246
	
	26,443
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	Balance Sheet as at July 31, 2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Note
	General
Fund
£
	
	Kew Pond Fund
£
	
	TOTAL
2010
£
	
	TOTAL
2009
£

	
	
	Un-restricted
	
	Restricted
	
	
	
	

	Current Assets
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash at bank
	
	26,837
	
	1,936
	
	28,773
	
	26,752

	Debtors & prepayments        
	9
	1,306
	
	0
	
	1,306
	
	470

	Stocks
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	
	
	28,143
	
	1,936
	
	30,079
	
	27,222

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Creditors due within one year
	10
	2,286
	
	0
	
	2,286
	
	638

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Net current assets (liabilities)
	
	25,857
	
	1,936
	
	27,793
	
	26,584

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total assets less current liabilities
	
	25,857
	
	1,936
	
	27,793
	
	26,584

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Creditors due after more 
 than one year
	10
	547
	
	0
	
	547
	
	141

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Provisions for liabilities
 and charges
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Net Assets
	
	25,310
	
	1,936
	
	27,246
	
	26,443

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Represented by:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accumulated fund balance
	
	25,310
	
	1,936
	
	27,246
	
	26,443

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Approved by the Trustees on
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	and signed on their behalf by
Michael Glazebrook

Juliet Thompson                      5th October 2010
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Notes to the Accounts

1.  Accounting Policies

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the Charity Commission's Statement of Recommended Practice ("SORP") covering Accounting and Reporting by Charities (revised 2005), and with applicable accounting policies under the historical cost convention.

2.   Income

Donations are accounted for on receipt.  Subscription income is accounted for on an accruals basis.  Interest from bank accounts and the COIF Charities Deposit account are disclosed on receipt.  Gift Aid claims are accounted for on approval by the Inland Revenue.

3.   Expenditure

Expenditure is accounted for on the accruals basis.

4.   Fund Accounting

The General Fund is an unrestricted fund for use at the Society’s discretion.

The Kew Pond Fund is a restricted fund set aside specifically to maintain and improve Kew Pond and may be disbursed solely for this purpose at the Society's discretion.

5.   Stocks

Stocks of publicity articles are valued at the lower of cost and market value.

6.   Trustee Insurance 

At an Extraordinary meeting held on January 27, 2001 the members voted to amend the Constitution, as approved by the Charity Commission, to authorise the trustees to use Society funds to purchase Trustee Indemnity Insurance.

The Society's Charity Trustee Indemnity Insurance policy is arranged by Royal & SunAlliance and provides £250,000 of cover arising from all claims made against the insured for an annual premium of £223.

7.   Surplus/Deficit for the year
This is stated after charging Independent Examiner’s remuneration of £100.

The Kew Society

Notes to the Accounts (continued)

8.   Grants, Donations and Subscriptions Paid
	
	General

Fund

£
	
	
	Kew Pond Fund

£
	
	TOTAL

2010

£
	
	TOTAL

2009

£

	Civic Voice & London Forum
	490
	
	
	0
	
	490
	
	295

	Friends of the National Archives
	50
	
	
	0
	
	50
	
	50

	HACAN (Subscription)
	42
	
	
	0
	
	42
	
	42

	HACAN (Donation)
	208
	
	
	0
	
	208
	
	208

	Richmond in Bloom
	0
	
	
	0
	
	0
	
	325

	West London River Group
	20
	
	
	0
	
	20
	
	40

	Kew Neighbourhood Assoc’n
	1,000
	
	
	0
	
	1,000
	
	0

	Three Wings Trust
	1,000
	
	
	0
	
	1,000
	
	0

	Silver Birches
	1,000
	
	
	0
	
	1,000
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	3,810
	
	
	0
	
	3,810
	
	960


9.
Debtors and Prepayments

	
	General

Fund

£
	
	
	Kew Pond Fund

£
	
	TOTAL

2010

£
	
	TOTAL

2009

£

	Sundry debtors – Gift Aid
	861
	
	
	0
	
	861
	
	0

	Prepayments
	445
	
	
	0
	
	445
	
	470

	TOTAL
	1,306
	
	
	0
	
	1,306
	
	470
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Notes to the Accounts (continued)
10.
Creditors & Accruals






	
	General

Fund

£
	
	
	Kew Pond Fund

£
	
	TOTAL

2010

£
	
	TOTAL

2009

£

	Subscriptions paid in advance:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Due within 12 months
	958
	
	
	0
	
	 958
	
	638

	 Due after more than 12 months
	547
	
	
	0
	
	547
	
	141

	Other creditors – Boat Trip     
	1,190
	
	
	0
	
	1,190
	
	0

	Accrued expenses
	138
	
	
	0
	
	138
	
	0

	TOTAL
	2,833
	
	
	0
	
	2,833
	
	779
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