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The Kew Society
Meeting Notes of the Annual General Meeting

Date: Wednesday 19th October 2011
Time: 18.30 – 22.00 hrs
Venue: The Musical Museum, Brentford


Attendees from the current Executive Committee
Michael Glazebrook MG		(Chairman)
Barney Smith	BS 			(Vice Chairman)
Juliet Thompson JT			(Hon. Treasurer)
Gillian Horne GH			(Website)
Sally Sutton SS			(Events)
Giles Dixon GD			(Planning/Environment)
Meeting notes recorded by
Mary Done 

	
	

	Responsibility/ Follow up note/ Date 

	1. 
	The Chairman, Michael Glazebrook, and the Officers – Vice-Chair Barnaby Smith, Hon. Treasurer Juliet Thompson and Executive Committee Members were present at the meeting together with members and guests.  Peter Willan (Chair of the Richmond Society) and Maeve Willan were welcomed.

	


	2. 
	Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 20th October 2010
· Accepted.

	

	3. 
	Report of the Executive Committee and Trustees Report

· Presenting his report (attached), the Chairman emphasised the pressing need to support local businesses, and to work closely with local Councillors and MP on existing and future environmental issues.
· Development work commences shortly for Phase 2 of the riverside St. George’s site by Kew Bridge.  This will have a significant impact on residential density in this area.
· Thanks were given to Sally Sutton for her sterling work on the Executive Committee overseeing events in 2010.
· Members were encouraged to keep a close watch on the Kew Society website where progress on important projects and issues such as Heathrow will be shared.
· The Chairman closed his address by thanking Patrons, the Executive Committee members who meet 11 times a year and pick up on specific projects, volunteers and members for their continued support.

	

















	4. 
	Report relating to Accounts
· The growth of membership during 2010 and increase in Gift Aid donations was welcomed.
· The increase in printing and stationery costs are due mainly to production of the Newsletter increasing to 4 times a year.  Members are encouraged to promote sustainability by requesting digital copies where possible.  Printed copies are, however, used as publicity and advertising tools at local shows and events.
· The Accounts as outlined by the Hon. Treasurer were adopted (Sally Sutton) and seconded (Sue May).
· Thanks were offered to Geoffrey Turner, Independent Examiner for the 2011 Accounts.

	

	5. 
	Election of Members to the Executive Committee
Formally proposed, seconded and approved:
· Mary Done to the Executive Committee – proposed (Malcolm Welchman) and seconded (Patsy Piesse).

Formally proposed (Barney Smith), seconded (Sue Cole) and approved:
Re-election of -
· Gillian Horne to the Executive Committee (Website) 
· Simon Owens to the Executive Committee (Environment)

Thanks for their help and support were extended to Ulrike Bulle and Benjamin Knight who have now moved out of Kew and resigned from the Executive Committee.

Under the constitution, Barney Smith has completed the maximum 6-year term as Vice Chairman, and has now resigned.  Thanks were extended for his input and sage advice during his time in office.

Formally proposed (Sue May), seconded (Angela Dixon) and approved:
Re-election of Officers–
· Michael Glazebrook to the Executive Committee (Chair)
· Juliet Thompson to the Executive Committee (Hon. Treasurer)

Formally proposed (Giles Dixon), seconded (Julia Welchman) and approved:
Election of –
· Mary Done as Officer (Hon. Secretary)

	



	6. 
	Election of Mr G. L. Turner as Independent Examiner for Accounts 2012.
Formally proposed (Gillian Horne), seconded (Malcolm Welchman) and approved.
	


	7. 
	Any Other Business
· Peter Willan, Chair of The Richmond Society, extended an invitation to The Kew Society to attend The Richmond Society Awards 2011 relating to conservation and enhancement of natural and built local environments (The Good, The Bad and The Ugly!).  The Marianne North Gallery restoration has been nominated by the Kew Society for an award (The Good!) - presentations will take place at St John The Divine, Richmond, 19.30 hrs, Thursday 20 October.  All welcome.  
· Diana Dunrossil, Friends of Kew Pond, extended an invitation to The Kew Society to take part in a pond clean-up day on Saturday 29th October from 09.30 hrs.  Work to include cutting and uprooting phragmites reeds, clearing the islands and sweeping and bagging leaves.  Contact Diana on 020 8940 0015 diana.dunrossil@gmail.com.
· The Kew Neighbourhood Association is actively seeking volunteers to assist housebound people or people who can not use public transport to get such things as medical appointments, befriending individuals who feel isolated – sparing one hour a week to help is all that’s required (drivers and non-drivers).  
· The Environment Trust is organising spring bulb planting each side of Kew Railway Bridge and reducing the encroaching sycamore saplings along the river’s edge.  Meet 09.30 hrs, Saturday 22nd October on towpath underneath Kew Railway Bridge.
· Local residents should have received notification from Zac Goldsmith regarding a special public meeting with BAA to discuss Heathrow related issues – Thursday 10th November, 19.15 hrs, Duke Street Church, TW9 lDH.  This is a great opportunity to question BAA about the noise insulation scheme, the Operational Freedom Trials and the upcoming consultation over night flights.
· Kew Library – The Kew Society is keeping a watchful eye on any detailed plans relating to the future of Kew Library and proposals for it to become a community library, run by volunteers.  The Library is felt to be a vital local public service – if it did become a community library, The Kew Society is prepared to help with the set up, but not the running, of the Library.
· With the resignation of Barney Smith as Vice-Chair, the Kew Society is seeking nominations to re-appoint to this post.
· It was noted that The Kew Society has formally responded to the recent Government proposal for a National Planning Policy.  The response will be available on the website.  Support is also being sought through Zac Goldsmith to oppose this proposal and reconsider alternative options.
· Proposals relating to Matthiae’s Café on the Kew Road to be investigated further.
· Thanks were given to the excellent work being done on the website refresh by Gillian Horne.
· Last, but not least, the Chairman thanked Ginette Kentish and her superb team from The Musical Museum for their hospitality and excellent buffet supper.  All present were privileged to hear Richard Hills give a rousing performance on the Mighty Wurlitzer – a real treat to round off a most enjoyable evening!
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